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The Dutch mission of 1795 is one of the most significant coun-
terexamples to British diplomacy during this period and can help
us deepen our understanding of Sino-Western relations, but it has
not just been neglected; it has been misunderstood. Authors tend
to portray it as a failure even more humiliating than the Macartney
mission, writing, for example, that it was “catastrophic,” that the
Dutch were received in a “distant, scornful, and haughty manner,”
that they were “treated as freaks of nature,” that they were forced to
prostrate themselves over and over again “under the threat of the
whip,” or “dragged and whipped in very public settings.”

Thisis all, as a Dutch historian has put it, “nonsense.” Sources
from multiple perspectives leave no doubt that the Dutch were
received warmly. The ambassador, Isaac Titsingh, himself felt he
had achieved a major success, as did his bosses, who made clear
that he’d ably fulfilled the goal assigned to him. It is true that the
embassy didn’t have grand aims or result in any treaty or agree-
ment: Its main purpose was to congratulate the emperor on reach-
ing his sixtieth year on the throne and thereby strengthen ties of
amity between the Dutch and the Qing. But it is odd that so many

scholars have insisted that it was a humiliating failure when it was
clearly not.

XWEB 1BEICERL., BTFOEBNHMEEBRRLTEDET.
Used with permission of Princeton University Press,
from The Last Embassy :

The Dutch Mission of 1795 and the Forgotten History of Western Encounters with China,
Tonio Andrade, 2021, p.4; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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