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7. LT OXEZFIRE L,

The movement of beings between rebirths is not seen as a haphazard process, but as ordered and governed by the
law of karma. Karma (Pali kamma) literally means ‘action’, and the principle of the ‘law of karma’ is that beings
are reborn according to the nature and quality of their actions. Past actions are said to ‘welcome’ one in a future
life like a person being welcomed by kinsmen (DAp. 219-20), so that:

Deeds are one’s own . . . beings are heir to deeds, deeds are matrix, deeds are kin, deeds are arbiters. Deeds divide
beings, that is to say by lowness and excellence. (M. I11.203)

This is explained as referring to the karmic effect of various actions. A person’s actions mould their consciousness,
making them into a certain kind of person, so that when they die their outer form tends to correspond to the type
of nature that has been developed. What begins as a trace in the psyche later crystallizes out as an aspect of a
person and their world.

KWEBB&ICERL. UTOLBOHMZEEL L THEDET,
From An Introduction to Buddhist Ethics Foundations, Values and Issues. Peter Harvey.

Copyright © 2000 by Cambridge University Press.
Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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