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Durkheim’s ideas have been without doubt the most zmpaztam
single influence upon the development of functionalism in the
present century, n spite of the fact that the only significant
explictt discussion of ‘functional explanation’ offered by him
occupies no more than a few short pages in The Rules of
Sociological Merliod. The incorporation cf these ideas within
what emerged as a distinctive, although only loosely knit, school
of ‘structural-functionalism’ in sociology, however, only came
about through the dislocation of “function’ from ‘evolution’. In
Durkheim. the notion of social evelution had already become
attenuated. Mechanical and organic solidarity were still treated
against a broad evolutionary background, but tock the form more
of an abstract tvpological contrast than a connected flow of
evolunonary change. The transfer of the concept of function to
anthropology. 1hi0J0h the agency of Radchffe-Brown and
Malinowski, was directly connected to the repudiation of evolu-
fionary theories.

©Anthony Gidden, 1996,
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"Functionalism: Aprés la lutte”, In Defence of Sociology:

Essays, Interpretations and Rejoinders. Polity.

i / 1 First appear in Studies in Social and Political Theory, London:

Hutchinson, 1979,
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