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[1] Clearly describe your research project in English. The proposal must provide the following
information:
- The rationale behind the chosen topic
- An explanation of how your research contributes to the existing literature in  the field
- A reflection on the originality of your research
- A literature review analyzing existing published works related to the topic
- An outline of your intended approach or methodology (considering the approaches used in existing
publications)

(2] Write a well-developed essay of around 200-250 words on either ONE of the following topics.

(A) How can teachers raise learners’ metacognitive awareness through listening activities in English
classrooms? Additionally, suggest a typical listening lesson that involves Top-Down learning for junior or
senior high school students.

(B) Suggest a teaching procedure integrating pronunciation-related exercises into junior or senior high
school communicative language classrooms. Discuss the importance of these tasks.

{C) Describe speaking activities that can be used to promote communication and fluency during speaking
practice in junior or senior high schools. Discuss the importance of these activities.

MiRE I (REREFE  BAREM)

Write a well-structured essay of 300-400 words in English on the following topic:

English language teachers use various types of assessments for different purposes in the second language
(L2) classroom. What are characteristics of a good language assessment? Discuss your opinion from TWO
of the following perspectives. Use concrete examples of L2 classroom assessments where appropriate.
(NOTE: This involves not only the quality of the testing instrument itself but also how the assessment is

administered and used to support L2 learning.)

Test impact

Decision making based on test results
Target abilities

Task design

Scoring criteria and procedure
Consistency (reliability)
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The Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology (MEXT) proposed the “curriculum
management” in the National Curriculum Standard, which might date back to Writing Across the Curriculum
in the UK in the mid-1960s. Explain the MEXT’s “curriculum management” and with the view of language
across the curriculum in mind, discuss how you would be able to design and implement an English language

course at your school.

BRIV (BRBEREAF A3 T-R-IVFos > 1420

Choose 1 (ONE) of the following essays. Include up-to-date citations and references. Your essay should be

clear and concise.

a. The subject of English in elementary schools in Japan has numerous detractors. Summarize the
theoretical arguments presented against English / foreign languages in Elementary schools, and
provide a rebuttal to their theses using up-to-date research and evidence.

b. Define the terms serious gaming, gamification, and gameful learning. Describe these concepts as
they have been used in educational settings. Discuss how they might be used in Japanese schools to
improve learning outcomes.
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Do you believe that recent Al-related technological advances will have critical impacts on English classrooms
in Japan? How important is the use of Al-related tools (e.g., ChatGPT, machine translation, Grammarly) in
your classrooms and why? Select one or two tool(s) and describe how it (they) may (or many not} enhance the
learning of writing by second language students. Discuss your views on this topic in English.

(Suggested length: 350-450 words)

R VI GEEREE . <+ 17 B

Choose one of four topics below and write an essay in English using relevant scientific data and/or valid

theoretical frameworks.

1. Autonomy and structure in learning
2. Goal-orientation and causal attribution in learning

3. Motivation and engagement in learning
4. Academic stress and burnout in learning

BIRE VII (BEEREF . AR RE)

In around 300 words, discuss the importance AND challenges of incorporating English as a lingua franca in

English language teaching.
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Choose one of the following sociolinguistic topics and write a well-developed English essay in which you

explain its theoretical underpinnings and how it relates to language and society.

- Orthography

- Discourse particles

- Address terms

- Linguistic landscape

MR X (SR - HINE®)
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Describe the seventeenth-century British literature in English. Make sure that you will discuss the literary
merit of at least two authors of the period together with their well-known works. (You may additionally

discuss the relevance of the literary period to your prospective research project.)
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Choose Qne of the following topics and write an essay ejither in Enelish or Japanese.
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How has American literature or culture reflected and responded to changing social circumstances?
Piease refer to a specific work or works (literature, poetry, f{ilm music, or music video).
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Discuss the relationship between gender and American literature. Please refer to a specific work
or works of literature.
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Answer the following questions_in English.

1. Select ene option from a-c and one option from d-f, and write a well-developed essay between 250 and
300 words on each of the following subjects. Use the American literary masterpieces that are listed
below, and provide specific examples.

a. According to formalist literary criticism, what is the primary focus of analysis in a literary work?

b. According to postcolonial literary theory, what does the term "othering” refer to?

¢. Using the framework of New Historicism, investigate themes of colonialism and racial discrimination in
American literary works.

d. Discuss the key principles and concepts of deconstruction as a literary theory. Explain how deconstruction
challenges the notion of stable meanings and binary oppositions in texts.

e. Discuss the key characteristics and themes of postmodernism in literature. Provide examples of
postmodern texts that exemplify these characteristics.

f. Discuss the concept of "place"” in ecocriticism and its relationship with cultural identity.

Edgar Allan Poe, "The Fall of the House of Usher” (1839)
Herman Melville, Moby-Dick (1851)

Mark Twain, Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884)

F. Scott Fitzgerald, The Great Gatsby (1925)

I. D. Salinger, The Catcher in the Rye (1951)

Harper Lee, To Kill a Mockingbird (1960)

Kurt Vonnegut, Slaughterhouse-Five (1969)

Toni Morrison, The Bluest Eyes {1970)

Leslie Marmon Silko, Ceremony (1977)

Cormac McCarthy, Blood Meridian {1985)

Don Delillo, White Noise (1985)

Junot Diaz, The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao (2007)
Jesmyn Ward, Sing, Unburied, Sing (2017)

Colson Whitehead, The Underground Railroad (2021)

2. Provide a detailed research plan outlining your proposed area of study within American literature for the
graduate program. Specifically, describe the research topic or themes you intend to explore, the
theoretical frameworks or critical approaches you plan to employ, and the primary texts or authors you
aim to analyze. Additionally, discuss the significance of your research in relation to the existing
scholarship in the field of American literature, emphasizing any possible additions or knowledge gaps
your research aims to fill.
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