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"There were some informal organizational changes of importance
to the new navy, however, and these may be cbserved in the Sino-
Japanese tension in 1874 over the Liuchiu Islands. The trouble
over the Liuchiu Islands began in 1871. In that year some ship-
wrecked Liuchiu sailors were killed by aboriginals on Formosa.
"The Japanese government, using the argument that the Liuchiu
islands acknowledged Japanese suzerainty (actually, the king of
the islands sent tribute to both China and Japan), and thence that
the murdered saitlors were Japanese subjects, demanded redress
from China. The matter dragged on for some years. Finally, in
1874, faced with vacillation in Peking (and faced also with the
adventurous schemes of dispossessed samurai in Japan, who were
reacting angrily to the strains of Japan’s own modernization pro-
gram), the Japanese government sent a naval expedition to For-
mosa to chastise the murderers.

X WEBBER(CERL. I OEBOHEZIBEELTHNET,

CHINA'S STRUGGLE FOR NAVAL DEVELOPMENT, 1839-1895
by John L. Rawlinson, Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard University Press,

Copyright © 1967 by the President and

Fellows of Harvard College. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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