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. In 2009, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Anténio Guterrez named five
mega-trends that would complicate humanitarian effort within his area of responsibility
in the near future (UN 2009). These were: urbanization, migration, population growth,

-climate change, and food, water and energy insecurity. Whilst the first three refer to topics
familiar and traditionally of central significance to Population Geography, the latter two
reflect emerging contexts whose population geography impacts are thus relatively novel.
Critically, however, all five trends have Population Geography resonances that extend far
beyond their major consequences for refugees. They are also contexts that can be
supplemented by others and together help justify the claim that the present period merits
the label Anthropocene.

The term Anthropocene was coined at the turn of the Millennium by Nobel Prize
winning Chemist Paul Crutzen and freshwater Ecologist Eugene Stoermer (Crutzen and
Stoermer 2000). It has come to stand for “human impacts on the Earth's surface of such
magnitude, scope and scale as to present an existential threat -— or, perhaps, to offer
transformative opportunities? — to people and other planetary life forms” (Castree 2014:
437). The suggestion is even that the geological epoch the Holocene is now ending (e.g.
Cruizen 2002), although how this can be conclusively decided remains highly elusive
(Castree 2014). Most significantly, as Castree's definition suggests, the Anthropocene is
not just some neutral condition for scientists to debate at conferences and in journals but
signifies a stepping-up of human impacts on the world that may be endangering the very
survival of humanity and numerous other living things (Sachs 2012). Typically depicted
is “an unknown and potentially in hospitable Anthropocenic future” (Castree 2014: 441)
as transgression of a series of more or less determined global environmental boundaries
that allowed “a safe operating space for humanity” (Rockstrém et al. 2009) increasingly

OCCUrs.

{188 : Barcus, H and Halfacree, K. 2018. 4n introduction to population geographies.

Routledge. p.311
KWEBHBRRCIEL,. BIFoLBHHMZERELTENEY,
From: An Infroduction to Population Geographies Lives Across Space,

Holly R. Barcus, Keith Halfacree,
Copyright © 2018 and Imprint. Reproduced by permission of Taylor & Francis Group.
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Finally, the sociology of science and technology has given rise to what is probably the
most radical understanding of hybridity: actor-network theory, Most often associated
with the philosopher Bruno Latour, actor-network theory’s central claim is that moder-
nity has been based upon a seemingly “natural” but actually artificial ontology that
distinguishes between “nature” and “society,” or between the human and “nonhuman”
domains. Actor-network theory posits that the worldis based upon “hybrid networks” of
human and nonhuman hybrid subject-objects. In this perspective, nonhuman “actants”
have a form ofagency that emerges, not from the intrinsic capacity of nonhuman “things”

to act alone, but rather from these things’ interdependent interactions with other
resources—both technelogical and human—in a given sociotechnical system. These

hybrid networks must be analyzed holistically in order to understand the interplay of
technologies and social actants (Latow; 1993: 10~11; see also Latour, 200S).

Actor—-network theory is heavily dependent upon the idea of hybridity. By freeing us
from modes of either/or thinking, and by creating a generalized principle of “symmetry”
between people and “things,” it enables us to identify sociotechnical systems whose
functioning depends upon the intermingled agencies of the social and the technologi-
cal. Indeed, Latour’s assumption is that the very terms “social” and “technological” are
merely labels of convenience that do not hold any substantive meaning. As he vividly
puts it “...when we find ourselves invaded by frozen embryos, expert systems, digital
machines, sensor-equipped robots, hybrid corn, data banks, psychotropic drugs, whales
outfitted with radar sounding devices, gene synthesizers, audience analyzers, and so
on, when our daily newspapers display all these monsters on page after page, and when
none of these chimera can be properly on the object side or on the subject side, or even
in between, something has to be done” (Latour, 1993: 49-50).

Actor-network theory’s relational theory of agency and power is controversial pri-
marily due to this understanding of hybridity, but the approach has radiated out from
its origins in the sociology of science and is now starting to influence many different
fields of inquiry, including anthropology, political theory, the sociology of organizations,
social psychology, communication, and cultural studies (Saldhana, 2003). Its influence
has been particularly strong in human geography (Lulka, 2009; Thompson & Cupples,
2008; Whatmore, 2002) and is now growing in information systems research (Heeks &
Stanforth, 2007; Ranerup, 2007). More recently, some scholars have integrated some of
the themes of actor—network theory with broader philesophical ideas in poststructuralism
and empirical developments in political communication. Most important here is the idea
of the assemblage, which I discuss in chapter 4. Originally introduced by Gilles Deleuze
and Félix Guattari (Deleuze & Guattari, 2004), the idea of the assemblage has recently
been stripped down to its essentials and used as a means of capturing the heterogeneous
social and technological aspects of collective action in news making and political cam-
pmgmng (Chadwzck 2011a, 2011b; Kreiss, 2012 R K. Nxelsen, 2012) Sltuat;ggg wer

{8t : Chadwick, Andrew, The Hybrid Media System: Politics and Power,
Oxford University Press. 2013, p.13~14 M= R R BB L TR

il BHHO Finally 25 U 2 8mb, 24 fTH % © (Latour, 1993:49-50 ¥ ©)
DYEPLRL X,

] 2 ?%‘iﬁﬁf%%@itmfu% Lk, BEEDAF 4 TEREICHL REL 2 E L,

KWEBBHICBRL. L/{F(Dta'onﬂjﬁ%n_nab‘cabbia“
From The Hybrid Media System Politics and Power,

3 Andrew Chadwick. © Oxford University Press 2013.
Reproduced with permission of the Licensor through PLSclear.
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CONVENTION BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND THIBET
Signed at Lhasa, 7 September, 1904

Whereas doubts and difficulties have arisen as to the meaning and validity of the Anglo-

Chinese Convention of 1890(1), and the Trade Regulations of 1893, and as to the liabilities of

the Thibetan Government under these Agreements; and whereas recent occurrences (2 have

tended towards a disturbance of the relations of friendship and good understanding which
have existed between the British Government and the Government of Thibet; and whereas it
15 desirable to restore peace and amicable relations, and to resolve and determine the doubts
and difficulties as aforesaid, the said Governments have resolved to conclude a Convention
with these objects, and the following Articles have been agreed upon by Colonel F.E. Young-
husband, C.LE., in virtue of full powers vested in him by His Britannic Majesty's Government
and on behalf of that said Government, and LoSang Gyal-Tsen, the Ga-den Ti-Rimpoche,
and the Representatives of the Council of the three monasteries, Sera, Dre-pung, and Ga-den,

and of the ecclesiastical and lay officials of the National Assembly(® on behalf of the

Government of Thibet.
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LANGUAGE AND IDENTITY

Westernn Upper Silesia’s Communist-led authorities launched the ‘re-
Polonization action’ in the region in early autumn 1945. At irs core were re-
Polonization courses’ {kursy repolonizacyjne). These were largely volunrtary.
They were aimed principally at adults among the ‘indigenaus population’
(fudnosé autochtonicana), They were run mainly by state schocls with the
suppoit of the Minisuy of Education and the region’s town and districr
administrations. The primary purpose of these courses was to teach stan-
dard Polish to a local population which mainly spoke a distincr regional
dialect of the language (see Chapter 6). But they also included lessons on
Polish history, Polish geography and often even vocational subjects such as
bookkeeping. A number of ‘re-Polonization courses’ were started in western
Upper Silesia in early autumn 1945 as the first postwar academic year got
underway. Thereafter the state authorities attempted to set up or facilitare
the serting up of new courses in as many of western Upper Silesia’s towns
and villages as possible. The number of ‘re-Polonization courses’ therefore
increased steadily over the next several years. In Opole District, for exam-
ple, a toral of 34 courses were run in the academic year of 1945-6, artended
by 1,325 studens from both Opole town and the rural parr of Opole Dis-
trict. A further eight courses had been started by December 1946. From
the very outset 2 new ‘Gymnasium for Adults’ in Opole town functioned
as one of the main institntions providing ‘re-Polenization cousses’ in the
whole of western Upper Silesia.”

Yer the region’s authorities regarded ‘re-Polonization courses’ as only
one of the means through which they would bring about the culrural
assimilation of the ‘indigenous Poles’. ‘Re-Polonization’ would also be a
matter of exposing the ‘autochthons’ {i.¢., indigenous residents} to Pol-
ish language and culture in a more general sense, including providing
them with opportunities to interact with Polish setders. As we shall dis-
cuss in Chapter 10, one of the things this implied was allowing the Polish
arm of the Roman Catholic Church to rake conerol of German Roman
Catholic and Protestant churches in the region. But it also meant ser-
ting up in towns and villages throughout the region Polish community
centres {domy kultury), Polish social clubs, Polish libraries, Polish cinemas
and, most importanty, Polish state schools. Despite a severe shortage of
Polish teachers in the immediate postwar period, the authorities started

to open Polish state schools in western Upper Silesia at the stare of the
school year in early autumn 1945. German schooling had already been
prohibited in the region in February 1945. The Communist-led authorities
regarded Polish srate schools as an absolutely central element of the ‘re-
Polonization’ process. This was partly because they used school buildings
for the ‘re-Polonization courses’ run for the local adulr population. Bur,
more importantly, the authorities believed that normal school education for
children was an integral element of the ‘re-Polonization’ process. By attend-
ing Polish school lessons, ‘indigenous children’ would inevitably become
instilled with conventional Polish language and cultyre, At the same time,
Polish language tuition could be provided to children during normal school
hours.

Throughour western Upper Silesia, the Communist-led authorities
viewed the ‘re-Polonization’ of children and teenagers as especially impor-
tant because they recognized that this section of the ‘indigenous population’
would be easier to influence than the adules. They also realized that older
children and teenagers had been exposed to particularly heavy doses of
Nazi propaganda before 1945 and were more likely to have no command
of the regional Polish dialect. The ‘re-Polonization’ of older children and
reenagess was therefore more urgent than for the rest of the populadon.
The problem was that ‘indigenous Polish’ parents proved very refuctant o
send their children to Polish schools in the early postwar years. The pro-
portion of ‘indigencus’ children awending school in western Upper Silesia
never crossed I5 per cent in the years 1945~8.2 HWEBIEERTEEL. LT OrSh Y B TENET

Frem Germans fo Poles: Communism, Mationalism and Ethnic Cleansing after the

Secohd WoHd War, Hugo Service.
©Hugoe Service 2013. Reproduced with permission of the Licenscr through PLSclear.
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