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We use the term ‘romance’ to describe those novels where the story is more adventurous or more fanciful than in
realistic novels. Something grander than the novel’s familiar concern with social issues 1s involved, for ‘romance’
suggests a search for some truth beyond that which we might encounter in ordinary experience. Both characters and
events are removed from the everyday, so that there is always an air of the extraordinary about romance.

@lhe American novel has always been more romantic than realistic: the very idea of the New World suggests

a search for something new, and there is a repeated pattern in American novels of characters setting out on a journey of

discovery. This is a reworking of the traditional romance story of a knight on a quest as the hero secks a life that is
more heroic, exciting and purposeful than ordinary existence. Sometimes, as in Edgar Allan Poe’s [ 1 1(1838)
or Herman Melville’s [ 2 ] (1851), this is also a symbolic journey exploring buried desires. There is something
similar in English fiction in Joseph Conrad’s | 3 1 (1902), which describes a river journey up the Congo, but
this is also a journey into the disorder of the mind. gThe romantic journey suggests an escape from the mundane

routine of ordinary life, but this departure from social routine always invelves travelling into dangerous and violent

places, including the dark world of the mind.

Novelists who use the romance idea, however, can use it in a sceptical way: Mark Twain’s | 4 ]

(1884) takes two boys on a trip up the Mississippi, but there is a gap between the adventurous ideal and the reality of

seems to have escaped from evervday concerns into a world of fabulous wealth, but it is clear that his ideal existence is

not secure, for all the ordinary pressures of existence threaten and undermine the life he has created for himself.

Even here, however, we are still aware of that romantic aspiration which characterises American fiction, that
search for some ideal dreain or better life that might be reached at the end of the journey. This is evident in Henry
James’s novels, such as [ 6 ] (1881), which often feature young American heroines arriving in Europe. Their
romantic ideals are crushed by the realities of European life, yet the initial aspirations remain attractive. Such a
commitment to a romantic ideal is less common in English fiction. An exception is Emily Bront&’s [ 7 ]
(1847), where we encounter the extraordinary love of Cathy and Heathcliff; it is a love that proves impossible in the
rea] world, but Bronté goes much further than most English novelists in actually dramatising an alternative to ordinary
experience. Walter Scott is another English novelist who writes romances, but he writes from the perspective of
society. In | 8 ] (1814) ghe contrasts the romantic, if violent, life of the Highland rebels and the more

moderate manners of the English. There is a reverence for the heroism and idealism of the Scots, but such values are

seen as belonging to the past. Scott’s sense of reality undercuis his sense of romance.
(Adapted from John Peck and Martin Coyle, Literary Terms and Criticism: A Students’ Guide, Macmillan, 1984, pp. 118-19.)
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Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

David Copperfield

The Great Gatsby

Heart of Darkness

Jane Eyre

Moby-Dick

The Narrative of Arthur Gordon Pym

The Portrait of a Lady

Waverley
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{Adapted from Murray Bromberg and Melvin Gordon, 1700 Words You Need to Know,
Baron’s Educational Series, 1993, pp. 27-28.)

I will be able to ( } with him on that point because he is an expert in that field.
She ( ) him that it would be his last chance to confess his guilt.

The enforcement of this new law is a clear ( } violation of human rights.

They identified him as the ( ) by checking fingerprints.

When he has to deal with helpless people, he often tries to ( ) them with threats.
When malaria was ( ) on that island, a number of people died.
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You should provide the court with some ( ) proof if you believe he is innocent.
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(L) A salmon is born in the river, grows up in the sea and comes back to the river.
(@ Birds of a feather flock together, the proverb goes.
@ 1did not like an apple when I was a child.
@ When you were out, a Mr. White came to visit you and left a message for you.
2
(L) John wanted to marry a blond, who did not get on well with his parents.
@ My father bought me an iPhone11, which I was surprised had many useful functions.
(@ This loan program is for the first-time buyers, which you don’t seem to be.
@ We are looking for experienced mechanics, who this applicant is not,
3.
D T1have often walked with my dog along the Tama River.
@ The author has received a major literacy award for his science fiction story.
(@ When have you seen The Phantom of the Opera?
@ William Shakespeare has written a lot of plays.
4.
@ A large number of students has attended the meeting.
@ Jeremy as well as Paul wants to buy a new iPad Air.
(3 Many a member has protested against the proposal.
@ This pair of shoes is expensive, but won’t wear out in a year or so.
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(D A:T’ll miss you very much after you have left.
B: Come on. There are still Mary and Tom.
@ A:Mom, I am very hungry. Can I have something to eat?
B: Yes. There is the leftover apple pie from last night in the fridge.
(3 When I visit Asakusa, I always {ind there are a lot of foreign tourists there.

@ There seems to have been a case last night. There were the eight police officers around the scene.

(D I got my husband to stop smoking, because I was worried about his health.
&) Mr. Smith made his students write three essays, though they didn’t want to.
(3 My father let my sister go to England, as she had really wanted to.
@ Tom had Jane fall down by putting his leg in her way.
7.
(D I can’t imagine what our life would be like, if it were not for PC and the Internet.
@ 1 could have been in time for the class, if I had got up thirty minutes earlier.
@ If1did not make a visit to Japan and see him three years ago, we would not have been married.

@ If1had followed all the good advice my parents have given to me, I should be now a better man.

(D 1don’t know your preference, so help yourself, please.

@ John wanted himself to be introduced to his neighbor’s daughter.
@ Nancy considers Bill to have outwitted herself.

@ The dream was so vivid that he felt himself to be awake.
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I was born in the year 1632, in the city of York in England. T was the youngest of three brothers. My eldest
brother, who was a soldier, was killed in the war against the Spaniards, and I don’t know what happened to my other
brother. My father was a very wise man, and he taught me a lot about his business. He wanted me to work for him
when I was older, but I always wanted to go to sea.

My father often asked me( 1 )1 wanted to leave home and England { 2 ) become a sailor. He said
if I stayed at home, I ( 3 ) have a very good life. My parents ( 4 )oldnow,( 5 )I was the only son
leftto (6 ) his business. If I decided to ( 7 ) to sea, neither God nor my ( 8 ) could help me. My
father said (9 ) only very rich and very poor { 10 ) went to sea looking for ( 11 ). People in the
middle like ourselves stayed at home and (12 ) care of their business.

When I turned eighteen, 1 (13 ) my parents that now the time ( 14 ) come for me to become a
(15 ).Ididn’twantto work for( 16 ) father, and I begged my parents to ( 17 ) me go to sea instead.
I( 18 )them thatifIdidn’thikethe( 19 ) of a sailor, I would come ( 20 ) and never talk about the
sea( 21 ). My mother cried when she heard (22 ), and my father said, “That boy ( 23 ) be happy if
he stayed at home. { 24 ) he leaves England, he will be { 25 ) unhappiest man in the world! I can’t let him
do this!” : ,
(Adapted from Robinson Crusoe, by Daniel Defoe, JEER7# —VI—A", IBC N7 Ty s, 2006, pp. 3-4.)
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