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The President and the Prime Minister frankly discussed the Ryukyu and the Bonin Islands. The Prime

Minigter emphasized the strong desire of the Government and people of Japan for the return of
i1}

administrative rights over the Ryukyu Islands to Japan and expressed his belief that an adequate sclution

should promptly be sought on the basis of mutual understanding and trust between the Governments and
pecple of the two countries. He further emphasized that an agreement should be reached between the two
governments within a few years on a date satisfactory to them for the reversion of these Islands. The
President stated that he fully understands the desire of the Japanese people for the reversion of these
Islands. At the same time, the President and the Prime Minister recognized that the United States
military bases on these islands continue to play a vital role in assuring the security of Japan and other
free nations in the Far East.

As a result of their discussion, the President and the Prime Minister agreed that the two Governments
should keep under joint and continuous review the status of the Ryukyn Islands, guided by the aim of

{2)
Teturning administrative rights over these Islands to Japan and in the light of these discussions.

The President and the Prime Minister further agreed that, with a view toward minimizing the stresses
which will arise at such time as administrative rights are restored to Japan, measures should be taken to
identify further the Ryukyuan people and their institutions with Japan proper and to promote the economic
and social welfare of the Ryukyuan residents. To this end, they agreed to establish in Naha an Advisory
Committee to the High Commissioner of the Ryukyu Islands, The Governments of Japan and the United
States of America and the Government of the Ryukyu Islands will each provide a representative and

(3]
appropriate staff to the Comumittee. The Committee will be expected to develop recommendations which

should lead to substantial movement toward removing the remaining economic and social barriers between
the Ryukyu Islands and Japan proper. The existing United States-Japan Consultative Committee in Tokyo
will be kept informed by the High Commissioner of the progress of the work of the Advisory Committee. It
was also agreed that the functions of the Japanese Government Liaison Office would be expanded as
necessary to permit consultations with the High Commissioner and the United States Civil Administration
on matters of mutual interest.

The President and the Prime Minister also reviewed the status of the Bonin Islands and agreed that the
mutual security interests of Japan and the United States could bhe accommodated within arrangements for

the return of administration of these islands to Japan.

[ 2 ]
The President and the Prime Minister specifically noted the continuing tension over the Korean

Peninsula. The Prime Minister deeply appreciated the peacekeeping efforts of the United Nations in the
4]

area and stated that the security of the Republic of Korea was essential to Japan’s own security.

The President described the earnest efforts made by the United States for a peaceful and just settlement

of the Viet-Nam problem. The President and the Prime Minister expressed the strong hope that the war in
{57

Viet-Nam_ would be concluded before the return of the administrative rights over Okinawa to Japan. In

this connection, they agreed that, should peace in Viet-Nam not have been realized by the time reversion
of Okinawa is scheduled to take place, the two governments would fully consult with each other in the

light of the situation at that time so that reversion would be accomplished without affecting the United

ms_



States efforts to assure the South Vietnamese people the opportunity to determine their own political
future without outside interference. The Prime Minister stated that Japan was exploring what role she
could play in bringing about stability in the Indo-China area.

As a result of their discussion, it was agreed that the mutual security interests of the United States and
Japan could be accommodated within arrangements for the return of the administrative rights over
Okinawa to Japan. They therefore agreed that the two governments would immediately enter into
consultations regarding specific arrangements for accomplishing the early reversion of Okinawa without
detriment to the security of the Far East including Japan. They further agreed to expedite the
consultations with a view to accomplishing the reversion during 1972 subject to the conclusion of these
specific arrangements with the necessary legislative support. In this connection, the Prime Minister made
clear the intention of his government, following reversion, to assume gradually the responsibility for the
immediate defense of Okinawa as part of Japan's defense efforts for her own terrvitories. The President and
the Prime Minister agreed also that the United States would retain under the terms of the Treaty of
Mutual Cooperation and Security such military facilities and areas in Okinawa as required in the mutual
security of both countries.

The President and the Prime Minister agreed that, upon return of the administrative rights, the Treaty
of Mutual Cooperation and Security and its related arrangements would apply to QOkinawa without
modification thereof. In this connection, the Prime Minister affirmed the recognition of his government that
the security of Japan could not be adequately maintained without international peace and security in the
Far East and, therefore, the security of countries in the Far East was a matter of serious concern for
Japan.

The Prime Minister described in detail the particular sentiment of the Japanese people against nuclear
weapons and the policy of the Japanese Government reflecting such sentiment. The President expressed his
deep understanding and assured the Prime Minister that, without prejudice to the position of the United
States Government with respect to the prier consultation system under the Treaty of Mutual Cooperation
and Security, the reversion of Okinawa would be carried out in a manner consistent with the policy of the

Japanese Government as described by the Prime Minister.
(B [FREBERE  1945-97])
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