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When the Qianlong emperor fully articalated
the new imperial vision, East Turkestani joined Han, Manchu, Mongol, and
Tibetan as one of the five culture blocs that comprised the principal domains
of the Qing realm, a status from which such other peoples as the Miao or
indigenous Tatwanese, who lacked writing systems, were excluded * This posi-
tion in the empire is symbolized, for example, by the inclusion of Turki {in
Arabic script) among the languages used on gates and on polyglot steles. Fol-
lowing the Xinjiang conquest, for example, the Qianlong emperor ordered
that the main gates at the Chengde summer palace and the Shenyang palace,
as well as “dismount here” steles at the Qing ancestral tomb complexes, be
recarved in Manchu {Qing), Chinese {Han), Mongo! (Menggu), Tibetan {Xi-
fan), and Arabic/Turkd (Huizi). Thus he intended to “proclaim the supremacy
of the unified linguistic universality of our dynastic house.”?°

HWebNBRICHRED., BEEEOERICLDHBIBRELTEDFEY.
Used with permission of ,Stanford University Press from Beyond the Pass,James A.
Millward ,1998; permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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