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The mind is often used to refer to and make possible those processes that allow us to think,
reason, argue, reflect, debate and write. (1) These processes of thinking are usually referred
to as ccgnitive ~ those that arise from the mind’s ability to engage in activities that are
distinct from those located within the body, such as respiration and digestion, The latter
processes are largely viewed as involuntary. This mind-body dualism is also often known as
Cartesian dualism with reference to the writings of the 17th-century philosopher, René
Descartes. (2)Descartes argued that rationality was the key determinant of human
existence. He termed this the cogito, which is enshrined in the saying ‘I think therefore |
am’. This foundational dualism has a number of other key dualisms which overlay it. For
;:xample, we can already see how another dualism maps onto the separation of mind and
body; the idea that the mind is subject to voluntary control, usually characterized as will,
and the body is subject to laws, which govern and regulate processes which do not require
conscious effort or attention. _(3) This distinction between what is taken to be
involuntary (and therefore Gxed), and what is taken to be voluntary (and therefore subject
to char.ge) produces the mind and body as distinct entities. The mind is the location of
thought and the body the location of a fixed set of physiological processes. But of course

that is not all there 1s to say.
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Trouver une issue, le constant probléme de Kafka, était aussi celui de Deleuze. Ne pas se
plaindre, ne pas juger, trouver une issue! Il nous faut mener deux guerres, I'une extérieure,
l'autre intérieure, mais dans les deux cas, ne faire ni le point (ou seulement un point
tactiqu), ni se plaindre; mener des guérillas et des pourparlers mais en tenant toujours le
point de vue que tout ne se vaut pas. L'éthique de Deleuze est cette évaluation permanente
des valeurs et des pratiques, des forces qui s'exercent, et qui vise a ne jamais déprécier la
vie. S'installer dans cet immense processus sans commencement, ni fin, pour créer et
résister aux cotés des hommes infimes, Mais il ne suffit pas de se décréter infime pour

Iétre... : combien de figures & la belle rhétorique se sont révélées de tristes canailles.

Gazagnadou D. (2006). Hommage hivernal a Gilles DELEUZE : Gilles DELEUZE, les

nomades et les monades. Université de Vincennes - Parnis 8
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