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“Milky seas”

Indian Ocean
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1 NASA’s Earth Observatory (https://earthobservatory.nasa.gov/images/149017/hunting-milky-seas-
by-satellite)
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At seven in the evening, the half-submerged Nautilus was sailing through a milky sea. As far as
the eve could see, the ocean looked as if it had changed to milk. +» Was it the effect of the moon's rays?
Hardly, since the moon was scarcely two days old and still hidden below the horizon, in the rays of the
sun. The whole sky, although lit up by the scintillations of the stars, seemed black in contrast with the
whiteness of the waters.

Coneeil could hardly believe his eyes, and asked me the reason for this remarkable phenomenon.
Fortunately T was in a position to reply.

‘Tt is what is called a sea of milk,’ T told him, ‘a vast expanse of white billows, often seen on the
coasts of Amboina and the waters around.’

‘But could monsieur inform me what produces such an effect, for I do not imagine that the water
has actually changed to milk!

‘No, mv good fellow, this whiteness which so surprises vou is due merelv to the presence of myriads

of, types of tiny glow-worms of a gelatinous translucent appearance, the thickness of a hair, no longer

than a fifth of a millimetre. Some of these creatures join together over a distance of several leagues.’ 4
‘Several leagues!
“Yes, my good fellow, and do not try to calculate the number of such infusoria. You would not get
far, for navigators have apparently sailed on these seas of miltk for more than 40 miles.’

I do not know if Conseil followed my recommendation, but he seemed plunged inio deep thought,

no doubt tryving to calculate how many fifths of a millimetre there are in 40 miles square. » As for me,

I continued to observe the phenomenon. For several hours, the Nautilus’s prow cut the whitish waves,
and 1 noticed that it floated soundlessly over the silky water, as if gliding over those foamy expanses
that are sometimes produced in bays by the collision of currents and counter-currents.

At about midnight the sea suddenly resumed its normal colour, but behind us, as far as the eye
could see, the sky reflected the whiteness of the waves for a long time as if filled with the dim gleams
of an aurora borealis. (H# | Verne, Jules. Twenty Thousand Leagues under the Seas. OUP Oxford.)
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—— Aleppo, Syria
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El Zaatari Camp, Jordan

—— Dubai, UAE

—— San jJuan, Puerto Rico

Caracas, Venezuela

—— Juliaca, Peru
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2 Nighttime Lights, NASA Earth Science Data Systems Program
(https://earthdata.nasa.gov/learn/backgrounders/nighttime-lights)
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UAE {United Arab Emirates) 43 932 43,900
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¥ Image and data processing by NOAA's National Geophysical Data Center. DMSP data collected by US Air
Force Weather Agency.
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