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But what of Buddhist renunciants’ participation in the stiipa cult? The two-tiered model, of course,
would have it that renunciants (monastics) are not to — and do not — participate in stiipa worship.
Evidence showing the fallacy of such a belief, at least in relation to the non-Pali Nikaya traditions, has
been provided by Bareau in his article on stiipas (1962). Most important in the present context, the many
conventions and rules in these texts concerning appropriate behavior at siipas are not applied just to
laypeople but to monks as well. Bareau: “Neither can one at all say that this cult [of the stfipa] is a
matter exclusively for laypeople for, in almost all of our sources, the counsel given on various matters is
addressed to monks as much as and even more than to laypeople” (249). In a similar vein, in the same
article, Bareau studies a number of different pre-Mahayana versions of the story of the building of a
stipa by Buddha Sakyamuni to the former buddha Kasyapa. The mere fact that $akyamuni himself, the
paradigmatic renunciant, is shown building a stiipa is of course significant, suggesting that the behavior
is not only permissible but perhaps normative for renunciants.

KWebigR(CFL, BEVFEEMSOERBICLDEHEIERLTENTT.

Used with permission of Oxford University Press , from Buddhist

saints in India : a study in Buddhist values and orientations, 1999;
permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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