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The growing diversification of Japanese society obviously has a major
impact on education at every level. The appearance of large numbers of
children in schools whose mother tongue is not Japanese and who have
other cultural orientations besides mainstream Japanese culture is a grow-

ing phenomenon..

All children have the right to attend public schools, regardless of their
nationality, and the entrance of children who have different needs that
must be met has had a powerful impact in areas with high concentrations
of these groups. The national government’s Ministry of Education has
moved slowly to deal with these needs but has begun to train teachers on
how to teach with foreign students in the classroom and in the teaching
of Japanese as a second language. But some local school districts have
moved ahead more aggressively to cope with the demands placed on
teachers by their new diverse group of students.

Education becomes a battleground for such issues as the inclusion of
other languages in the school curriculum and the inclusion of minorities
in textbooks. Dealing with these issues involves a reexamination of basic
structures of Japanese education and expanding debates on curriculum
beyond national identity and global competition to include race, minor-
ity status, religion, and ethnicity.
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Used with permission of John Wiley & Sons - Books , from Diversity and
Citizenship Education, James A. Banks : Global Perspectives, 2004;
permission conveyed through Copyright Clearance Center, Inc.
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