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Every film trains its spectator. By the last scenes of Rear Window we have honed our story-construction
schemata to expect a climax. We are prepared to slot actions into a narrow “outcome” format. We have been
explicitly encouraged to construct certain hypotheses, accepting some and resisting others. We have been
trained to take purely visual cues as signs of a narrative situation. The telltale glimpse of Thorwald escorting the
woman in black, and the romance plot as a whole, have accustomed us to diverging from characters” knowledge,
playing their schemata and hypotheses against more heterogeneous and nuanced ones. We are prepared to
justify events and motifs compositionally, realistically, and especially transtextually. We know that retardation
will be employed to delay satisfaction of our expectations. Now, in a scene of continuous tension, the film

makes maximal use of all the lessons it has taught.
(David Bordwell, Narration in the Fiction Film, Madison: The University of

Wisconsin Press, 1985, p. 45.)
KWeblgakl BRU, BREENSOERBICLD, BB LTEDEY,

Frqm Narrative in the Fiction Film by David Bordwell © 1985 by the Board of Regents of the
University of Wisconsin System. Reprinted by permission of the University of Wisconsin Press.
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