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While the Jurchens of Nurgaci’s time used the word Mongol (monggo) for
the Hiluns, they did not always use this name to refer to the Khorchin and

- Kharachin immigrants to Liaodong and what is now Jilin province. Many had

come into the region to serve as mercenaries in the Ming forces in Liaodong,
and others remained pastoral, fleeing famine or the increasingly chaotic poli-
tical situation of the Chakhar-Khalkha region. The Korean visitor Sin Chung-
il saw these nomadic bands in 1596, dressed in furs, with their felt yurts on
wagons, moving their herds toward appropriate pastures. Many, he noted,
were also agricultural and would sow fields in the spring to which they ex-
pected to return in the fall to reap a meager crop of wheat or millet. Like
the Jurchens, the Koreans called these populations not Mongols but “Tatars”
(dazi, daji). : :
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