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Finally, where did these Mahayana siitras come from, and what justification
could possibly be given by Mahéyﬁnists for their creation? We have already seen
that as far as the non-Mahayana traditions were concerned the Mahayana sutras
were not the words of the Buddha but rather the work of poets. In the
Astasahsrika Perfection of Wisdom, Mahéayanists are warned to be on their guard
against this accusation, since it comes from Mara, the Buddhist Tempter (see
MacQueeen 1981: 304). Nevertheless, we should not think that even for the
non-Mahayana traditions all the works forming the sfitra section of the Canon
were considered actually to have been uttered by the Buddha himself. As always
with Buddhism, the situation is more complex than that! What was necessary for
a text not uttered by the Buddha himself to receive full authority was that the

Buddha personally certified the utterance concerned.

KWEBHEHICIEL, EFIEENSOERBICINHBEERRLTENET.
Paul Williams, Mahayana Buddhism: The Doctrinal Foundations, Routledge,
1989, p.29 (reprinted 2009, pp. 38-39)
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