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THE TUDORREGIME 1S OFTEN DESCRIBED as the period of the
New Monarchy, or as the Tudor Despotism, and regarded as the
epoch which saw the foundation of the modern national State.
There is a certain amount of justification for these ideas, but not
enough to enable us to accept them without a good deal of reserva-
tion. The monarchy of the Tudors was not so much new, as
rejuvenated; it succeeded in immensely strengthening its execu-
tive power, partly by further developing in its service yet another
offspring of the Household, the king’s secretary, very close to the
sovereign and a very pliable instrument of the royal will, destined
to a great and remarkable future as the Secretary of State; partly
by forming new and effective organs of central government ; partly
by securing a better hold over local government by relying on the
Lords Lieutenant and the Justices of the Peace in the counties;
above all by acting in affairs of fundamental importance with the
co-operation of Parliaments.
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