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More than any other medium of human communication, the moving picture makes itself sensuously and
sensibly manifest as the expression of experience by experience. A film is an act of seeing that makes
itself seen, an act of hearing that makes iiself heard, an act of physical and reflective movement that
makes itself reflexively felt and understood. Objectively projected, visibly and audibly expressed before us,
the film’s activity of seeing, hearing, and moving signifies in a pervasive, primary, and embodied
language that precedes and provides the grounds for the secondary significations of a more discrete,
systematic, less “wild” communication. Cinema thus transposes; without completely transforming, those
modes of being alive and consciously embodied in the world that count for each of us as direct experience.
(Vivian Sobchack, The Address of the Eye: A Phenomenology of Film Experience, Princeton,

Princeton University Press, 1992, pp. 3-4.)
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Used with permission of Princeton University Press , The Address of the Eye:
A Phenomenology of Film Experience,Vivian Carcl Schchack,1992; permission
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