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Few of] A |had any idea that their movement was being organized under Japanese influences. It did

not suit Japan that Korea should develop independently and teo rapidly. Disturbances would help to keep
her back.

When the moment was ripe, Japan set her puppets to work.] A [were suddenly found to be possessed

of arms, and some of their units were trained and showed remarkable military efficiency. Their avowed
purpose was to drive all foreigners, including the Japanese, out of the country; but this was mere
camouflage. The real purpose was to provoke China to send troops to Korea, and so give Japan an excuse
for war.

The Japanese had secured an agreement from China in 1885 that both countries should withdraw their

(1
troops from Korea and should send no more there without informing and giving notice to the other.

(]

Several of the participants in the émeute™ of 1884 were brought back by the Japanese and Pak Yung-
hyo became Home Minister. He was very different from the rash youth who had tried to promote reform
by murder eleven years before. He had a moderate, sensible program, the reform and modernization of the
army, the lmitation of the powers of the momarchy and the promotion of education on Western lines.

“What our people need,” he declared, “is education and Christianization” Unfortunately he fell under

suspicion.{ B |thought that his attempt to limit the power of] C |was a plot against the throne. He

received warning that his arrest had been ordered, and had to flee the country.

D |ranks withj E |as the two best Japanese administrators sent to Korea. He was followed, in

September, 1895, hy| F {, an old soldier, a Buddhist of the Zen school and an extreme ascetic,

B |[continued to exercise her remarkable influence overj G |, who took her advice in everything.

She was the real ruler of the country. What if her family was, for a time, in disgrace? She quietly worked
and brought them back in office again. Time after time she checked both the Japanese Minister and the
Regent {2
[rhmg ]
I the Japanese thought that their erime could be hushed up they were much mistaken. Some of the

American missionaries’ wives were] B |'s friends. A famous American newspaper man, Colonel Cockerill,

of the New York Herald, came to Seoul, and wrote with the utmost frankness about what he learned. So

much indignation was arcused that the Japanese Government promised to institute an enquiry and place

the guilty on trial.| E |was then Prime Minister and declared that every unworthy son of Japan

connected with the crime would be placed on trial. “Not to do so would be to condemn Japan in the eyes

of all the world,” he declared. “If she does not repudiate this usurpation on the part of the| G |, she

must lose the respect of every civilized government on earth”| F jand his associates were, in due

course, brought before a court of enquiry. But the proceedings were a farce. They were all released,| F
{3}

became a popular hero, and his friends and defenders tried openly to justify the murder.
4]

(i) P AMcKENZIE: Korea’s Fight for Freedom
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