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Read the following book review (The Last Lingua Franca: English Until the Return of Babel by Nicholas Ostler) and
answer the two questions below in ENGLISH.

The future of English: English as she was spoke

ENGLISH is the most successful language in the history of the world. It is spoken on every continent, is learnt as a second
language by schoolchildren and is the vehicle of science, global business and popular culture. Many think it will spread
without end. But Nicholas Ostler, a scholar of the rise and fall of languages, makes a surprising prediction in his latest book:
the days of English as the world's lingua-franca may be numbered. Conquest, trade and religion were the biggest forces
behind the spread of earlier lingua-francas (the author uses a hyphen to distinguish the phrase from Lingua Franca, an
Italian-based trade language used during the Renaissance). A linguist of astonishing voracity, Mr Ostler plunges happily into
his tales from ancient history. [...]

English is expanding as a lingua-franca but not as a mother tongue. More than 1 billion people speak English worldwide but
only about 330m of them as a first language, and this population is not spreading. The future of English is in the hands of
countries outside the core Anglophone group. Will they always learn English?

Mr Ostler suggests that two new factors—modern nationalism and technology—will check the spread of English. [...] [N]o
confident modern nation would today make a foreign language official. Several of Britain's ex-colonies once did so but only
because English was a neutral language among competing native tongues. English has been rejected in other ex-colonies,
such as Sri Lanka and Tanzania, where Anglophone elites gave way to Sinhala- and Swahili-speaking nationalists. In 1990
the Netherlands considered but rejected on nationalist grounds making English the sole language of university education.

English will fade as a lingua-franca, Mr Ostler argues, but not because some other language will take its place. No pretender
is pan-regional enough, and only Africa's linguistic situation may be sufficiently fluid to have its future choices influenced by
outsiders. Rather, English will have no successor because none will be needed. Technology, Mr Ostler believes, will fill the
need.

This argument relies on huge advances in computer translation and speech recognition. Mr Ostler acknowledges that so far
such software is a disappointment even after 50 years of intense research, and an explosion in the power of computers. But
half a century, though aeons in computer time, is an instant in the sweep of language history. Mr Ostler is surely right about
the nationalist limits to the spread of English as a mother-tongue. If he is right about the technology too, future generations
will come to see English as something like calligraphy or Latin: prestigious and traditional, but increasingly dispensable.

XWebXHICHED. BEfFEEDERICKDHBEBRE L TENET.
© The Economist Newspaper Limited, London (December 16, 2016)
Questions
1. Discuss to what extent you think the predictions made about the future of English as a lingua franca are likely to come
true.

2. Discuss how advances in modern technology like computer translation and speech recognition are relevant to language
learning and teaching in the present.
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Read the following article and answer the questions below IN ENGLISH.
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BMOWWHSYbER T, (EKE)

BARDORFAEZHBICLIZAET. 7 AV DARET BHRIIBELZEERTH L EZ ZEHENBRNOITS L.
HARNFZAZ, HAHRNICH L TEANLRBEERIZZ THHEEBTIEEIRN ERBELNCR ST, 20
EORHEBT, BRAZAETT AV DAZELVBMEERENELL, AEEHORBORRBER L LS &,
HARANFEAP NSEITHIOIZ L, TAU I AZEAZASIEEIZENTO o7,

1. Give a brief summary of the contents discussed in this article.

2. Given the cultural differences with respect to apologizing, what likely implications are there for English language
teaching in Japan?
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English is increasingly used as a medium of instruction in English classes at both secondary and tertiary levels.
Discuss in English some advantages and disadvantages of teaching English through English. Support your argument
with recent findings from research conducted in the field.

[3% 1 B-2]

Communication is defined in J. C. Richards and R. Schmidt, Longman Dictionary of Language T eaching and
Applied Linguistics, 4th ed. (Longman, 2010), as ‘the exchange of ideas, information, etc., between two or more
persons.” Mentioning specific types of classroom activities, explain in English how a work of literature, or a part
thereof, can be used in an English class with a communicative focus at a Japanese senior high school.
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Write a thoughtful and well-developed essay in English on any ONE of the following:

A)

B)

)

D)

E)

Suggest a teaching procedure that can integrate English grammar teaching into communicative classrooms in
junior or senior high schools.

A short list of some key education technologies may include the interactive whiteboard, the Internet,
presentation software (e.g., PowerPoint), and tablet computers. Choose one ICT tool that you consider most

useful, and discuss the merits of using it in junior and/or senior high schools. What are the potential educational
issues?

Cooperative learning is an instructional strategy in which small groups of students work together on a common
task. Suggest a teaching procedure that integrates cooperative learning into junior or senior high school English
classes.

Suggest a teaching procedure that integrates pronunciation-related exercises into junior or senior high school
communicative classrooms.

The introduction of English teaching into the primary school curriculum has been one of the major education
policies introduced in recent years around the world. Discuss what we can learn from countries where English
has been a compulsory subject in elementary schools for a number of years. Choose a country and outline its
English program, and discuss potential implications for Japanese elementary school English teaching.

M8 O CEBEREE Bk RO

Answer both Questions 1 and 2.

1.

Choose TWO of the following items about second language assessment and provide a brief definition of each in
English with a concrete example.

a) alternative assessment

b) rating scale(s)

c) norm-referenced assessment

d) wvalidity

Choose ONE of the following two topics and write a well-structured paragraph(s) of around 200-300 words on
the selected topic.

A) In English language courses teachers provide learners with various types of information (e.g., scores, written

comments) as test performance feedback. Discuss important issues of consideration in determining what
information to report and how to communicate this information to learners.

B) Suppose that you design a speaking test for selecting high school students to be sent to a home-stay program

in an English-speaking country. Discuss a few concrete ways in which you would ensure the high authenticity
of the test.
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Answer both Questions 1 and 2.

1.

Choose THREE out of the following terms on second language learning and teaching, and define each with one or two
examples in English.

a)
b)
c)
d)

usage-based learning

developmental sequence

additive bilingualism vs. subtractive bilingualism
communicative competence

connectionism

corrective feedback

declarative knowledge vs. procedural knowledge
focus on form vs. focus on formS
language-related episodes

scaffolding

transfer-appropriate processing

Choose 2 questions out of 4 to answer, and write a thoughtful and well-developed essay in English.

A)

B)

©)

D)

Research shows that the environmental ingredients that contribute to second language (L2) learning are
comprehensible input, negotiated interaction, pushed output, and attention. Define each of them and discuss how
these factors serve and interact with each other in L2 learning.

Content-based instruction (CBI) and task-based language teaching (TBLT) are closely related. CBI can be seen “as a

variant of TBLT. TBLT provides the pedagogical principles and methodology” (Nunan, 2014). Compare and contrast
CBI and TBLT and discuss the relationship between them.

Some well-known views of how a second language is learned are 1) the innatist perspective, 2) the cognitive
perspective, and 3) the sociocultural perspective. Explain the characteristics of each and discuss similarities and
differences among them.

Though we cannot deny the importance of age of learning (AOL) in the acquisition of second language (L2)
phonetics/phonology, effects of AOL vary according to L2 learning environments (e.g., English as a second language
vs. English as a foreign language). Compare some research findings obtained in different settings and discuss how
AOL affects the acquisition of L2 sounds.

KWebNBICHIED., BEFEBEOERBICKDHBIELLTHEDET,
From Celce-Murcia/Brinton/Snow. Teaching English as a
Second or Foreign Language, 4E. © 2014 Heinle/

ELT, a part of Cengage, Inc. Reproduced by permission.
www.cengage.com/permissions
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Answer both Questions 1 and 2.

1. Choose TWO of the following questions and explain them in ENGLISH (50-100 words each), referring to the
relevant literature in the field and giving illustrative examples where relevant.

a) State some characteristics of English as a Lingua Franca (ELF) communication.

b) Discuss in what areas of research a Conversation Analytic perspective can be employed and useful to
understand talk in interaction.

¢) Explain the theory of Politeness (Brown & Levinson 1978/ 1987) and the importance of and difficulty in
incorporating it in understanding communication between people from different linguacultural backgrounds.

d) Discuss some limitations of a World Englishes (WE) approach when analyzing human interaction in the
globalized world.

2. Choose ONE of the following two questions and answer it in ENGLISH (about 300 words).

A) Discuss some similarities and differences between a World Englishes (WE) paradigm and that of English as
a Lingua Franca (ELF). Then, discuss how important it is to understand these paradigms in communicating

with people from different hnguacultural backgrounds in the globalized world, listing some good examples
to support your statement.

B) Discuss to what extent discourse and pragmatic approaches to the analysis of human interaction can be
beneficial to the understanding of language users’ communication and what implications for language
pedagogy one can obtain from them. Discuss this by giving persuasive examples.

& V GEFEE : AF IEFf)

L EMMER B (Negative Polarity Items) & & E— ﬁi%fﬁ (Negative Concord Items) DB, EIRAY. TEHE
HIR I DWW T, MEOEBEWVAELMNCARS L 1C, BEFEZRVTHBE LRI,
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Answer both questions 1 and 2.

L UTOEENLZ 22RO, BEEMRIERICSERLEROHUZ S,
Discuss TWO of the following topics, referring to a specific work(s) of literature.
A) Literary representations of childhood in the nineteenth century
B) Literary representations of femininity in English novels

C) Film adaptations of Victorian literature

2. UTOXZEZEOFING, Z8EROE DRI L STHHHEIC OV TR S0,

Write about the literary contributions of THREE of the following authors, referring to his/her most famous work(s).

i)

a) William Blake
b) Elizabeth Gaskell
c) Emily Bronté
d) Wilkie Collins
e) E. M. Forster
f) Doris Lessing

VIl (7AVA3X%: /KR @D

Answer BOTH Questions 1 & 2 in English.

1. Choose ONE of the following three questions and discuss it in English.
A) The conflicts between European and American values were repeatedly expressed in a variety of American

B)

C)

literature. Compare and discuss at least two American authors in different eras, and analyze their
representations of European cultures.

One of the greatest events in 20" century American society is the emergence of new technologies. Discuss the
ways in which 20" century American literature dealt with the changes.

The author Russell Banks once said that two things distinguish America: race and space. If Banks is right, in
what way did American literature deal with the issue? Explain it with the reference to American literary
classics.

2. Choose THREE of the following authors and briefly discuss in English the literary significance of each in
American literature.

a) Sinclair Lewis

b) Toni Morrison

¢) Nathaniel Hawthorne
d) William Faulkner

e) Mark Twain

f) Henry James

g2) Sherwood Anderson
h) F. Scott Fitzgerald

i) J.D. Salinger

j) Richard Wright





