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The law often considers children as lesser or weak. As a result, on
the one hand, the law tries to protect children (child protection laws,
etc.), it limits what

laws banning child labor, on the other hand,

children can do (signing contracts, consenting to medical treatment,
etc.). In this seminar we will explore why the law treats children
differently from adults, and how it seeks to protect them. Some examples
of specific topics we will cover are: childhood poverty and the law,
hearing the voice of the child in court, children and their families
(including “rainbow families”) and the law, children of migrant parents,
and so forth. When learning about and discussing these specific topics,
we will consider the following questions: Are children under-protected
or over—protected? To what extent does the law recognize children as
individuals with their own right to self-determination? Which laws “work”,
and which don’t, and why?

The main focus will be on laws, particularly domestic law, but we will
also refer frequently to research findings from other related fields.
Examples from Japan and abroad will be used. International law will be
referred to, as necessary. During Seminar I, we will learn the basics of
law through exploring individual topics. Students will also learn and

develop academic reading, discussion and legal analysis skills
This class will be held in Japanese and English. The expected percentage
of each language will be determined based on the English ability of the

actual participants

We will continue focusing on topics related to children and the
law. Students are expected to undertake independent research into
a chosen topic, and report about their progress throughout the

semester(s). Final results of individual research will be
presented in class in the form of an oral presentation at the end
of Seminar III. Students will continue to deepen their knowledge
of law relating to children, while also honing their analytical,
research and presentation skills

We will continue to consider the following questions: Are
children under—protected or over—protected? To what extent does
the law recognize children as individuals with their own right to
self-determination? Which laws “work”, and which don’t, and why?

This class will be held in Japanese and English. The
expected percentage of each language will be determined

based on the English ability of the actual participants.
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By the end of the seminar, students will:

(1) have acquired a basic understanding of the law as it relates to
children, and the principles guiding these laws;

(2) have gained a better understanding of specific issues in the modern

world that children face, (or does not)

and how the law does
approach these issues;

(3) be able to understand and analyze the purpose, content and
effectiveness of laws concerning children, and laws in general;

(4) be able to better understand the role and function of law in

society.
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By the end of the seminar, students will:

(1) have acquired a good understanding of the law as it relates
to children, and the principles guiding these laws;

(2)have gained a better understanding of specific issues in
the modern world that children face, and how the law does
(or does not) approach these issues;

(3)be able to understand and analyze the purpose, content and

effectiveness of laws and laws 1in

concerning children,
general;

(4)be able to better understand the role and function of law
in society;

(5)be able to research and present about issues from a legal,

cross—disciplinary and global perspective
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TAISI students can opt for a thesis (only) in this seminar.
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