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The Roles of Change Agents and Opinion Leaders in the Diffusion of Cocoa
Cultivation in Cambodia:

A Case Study Based on Rogers’ Diffusion of Innovations Theory

Yoko TOGASHI
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: This article examines the diffusion of cocoa cultivation in Cambodia using Rogers’ Diffusion of
Innovations framework. It analyzes the roles of key components involved in this process and identifies the factors
that facilitate successful dissemination of a new agricultural technology. The interviews were conducted in five
study areas, and the findings were compared across different cases. The results suggest that successful diffusion
depends not only on the activities of change agents but also on the influence of opinion leaders who support the
sustained adoption and spread of cultivation techniques within local communities. These findings indicate that the
interaction between change agents and local opinion leaders plays an important role in promoting the successful

diffusion of new agricultural technologies.
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