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Reconsidering the Issue of Historical Perception
During the Administration of Yasuhiro Nakasone:
Using the Analytical Framework of “Healthy Nationalism™ and “Identity”

Takumi YOKOYAMA
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: Between 1985 and 1987, Yasuhiro Nakasone advanced the concept of “healthy nationalism” as a means
of resolving what he regarded as an unacceptable condition in postwar Japan: the “division” between the “state”
and the “nation (people),” which he attributed to the occupation policies of the General Headquarters and the
International Military Tribunal for the Far East (the Tokyo Trial). From Nakasone's perspective, grounded in
a conception of the state as a “community” (state = community), this division posed a fundamental problem.
Within his framework, “identity” was considered an essential element in the formation of “healthy nationalism,”
specifically aimed at Japan's “autonomous” reexamination of the occupation policies and the Tokyo Trial. This view
is understood to have guided Nakasone's official visit to Yasukuni Shrine and his response to the Second Textbook
Controversy during this period. Such nationalism rejected the U.S.-led “postwar regime” established during the
occupation and the Tokyo Trial, viewing it as having been “imposed” by the victorious powers and sought to
counter it. In this sense, it is characteristic of the so-called “conservative mainstream’s periphery” (hoshu boryi),
which advocated an “anti-Yoshida” stance and urged constitutional revision on the grounds of the “imposed

constitution” thesis. Inherently, this set of views had the potential to generate disputes over history.
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