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Dalian Citizens' Response to Emperor Showa's Enthronement

Ceremony through Dalian Shimbun

Yuangi YANG
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: This paper analyzes how the Dalian Shimbun, a Japanese-language newspaper published in multiethnic
Manchuria, reported the Showa Emperor's enthronement. Specifically, it focuses on the newspaper's organization
of celebratory events and its competition with similar activities held by the South Manchuria Railway Company.
Situated amid the backdrop of the Jinan and Huanggutun incidents in May and June 1928, respectively, this
paper examines how the concepts of “harmony among nations” and “Japan’s special interests in Manchuria”
were represented in the Dalian Shimbun during the enthronement period. By analyzing these narratives, the study
seeks to shed light on the attitudes and public sentiments of Japanese residents in Dalian prior to the Manchurian
Incident, thereby contributing to a broader understanding of local responses to imperial ideology in colonial

contexts.
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