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Narratives on Wartime Japanese Language Education in
the Journal of Japanese Language Education ([ H AGEHE])

Masako NOZAKI
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: This study analyzes articles from the Journal of Japanese Language Education ([HAFE#H D), published
since 1962 by the Society for Teaching Japanese as a Foreign Language (now the Association for Japanese
Language Education), to examine how postwar Japanese language educators perceived wartime Japanese
language education and how their narratives evolved. In the journal, wartime Japanese language education was
consistently evaluated positively as the foundation for contemporary Japanese language teaching. Initially, articles
contained elements of disdain toward Asia, but from the 1970s onward, a shift toward greater consideration
for Asian learners became evident. This change corresponded with an increased number of foreign educators
and their critiques of wartime Japanese language education. From the mid-1980s, research on the “history of
Japanese language education” became more common, but most studies focused on figures, teaching materials,
and methodologies. Consequently, these historical studies did not reflect critically on Japan's wartime aggression.

Instead, they reinforced an affirmative assessment of that period’s educational legacy.
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