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The Modernization of Chinese Charity Organizations in Late Qing Dynasty:
Women in Tianjin Guangrentang Hall (1878-1906)

Xingxing WANG
Graduate School of Social Sciences, Waseda University

Abstract: This paper examines the evolution of Tianjin Guangrentang Hall (Ki#tJK4- %) — a shelter home
mainly for chaste widows and orphans — from 1878 to 1906 and investigates the modernization characteristics
of charity organizations in China during that period. Traditional Chinese charity was characterized by a focus on
caregiving and a disregard for education. However, modernization has afforded the emergence of adoption and
education as important aspects of charity. Throughout the extensive history of Chinese charity, the organization's
policy toward women has changed from focusing on caregiving to focusing on both of caregiving and education.
The empowerment of women in such institutions can be attributed to economic independence achieved
via education and employment. Furthermore, efforts for women's welfare are characteristic of Modernising

Conservatism. Additionally, the lifestyle of those women is also modernising conservative.
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