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Sociology, Sport and Contested Cultures:
Past, Present and Future

Prof. John Horne
(University of Central Lancashire)

My talk will offer critical reflections on research into sport as a contested
cultural form that has taken place over the past four decades. It partly
reflects on and critiques my research interests in contestation in and about
sport that have developed over this time. These have involved research
on: football fans and fanzines in the UK; racism and sectarianism in football
in England and Scotland; sport, especially football, in Japan and East Asia;
struggles over human rights, labour, legacy and the environment at sports
mega-events; sport and social movements; and the different modes of
contestation involved. | will indicate where my current and future research
interests lie and how | believe they can develop in conjunction with
colleagues at Waseda University.

Professor Horne is director of the International Research Institute for Sport Studies
(IRiSS) in the School of Sport, Tourism and The Outdoors. He is the founding editor of
the ‘Globalizing Sport Studies’ Book Series with Bloomsbury Academic (now with
Manchester University Press) and founding co-editor of the BSA Book Series
‘Sociological Futures’ with Routledge). Professor Horne welcomes proposals for
doctoral research on sports mega-events; sport media and society; sport and
globalization; sport and sustainability; sport and social movements; and sport in society.
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