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First announcement on January 21, 2022
Revised on August 1, 2023
Dear Doctoral Program Students:

Graduate School of Fundamental/Creative/Advanced Science and Engineering

RE: Shift of Degree Conferral Date to the End of Semester for Doctoral Program "Encho-sei”

On and after April 1, 2022, if an "Encho-sei”student enrolled in the doctoral program for 3 years or more
(5 years or more for the 5-year doctoral course) passes the doctoral dissertation review by the Graduate
School Steering Committee, the degree conferral date (completion date of the doctoral program) will be
the end of the semester (March 15/September 15) in principle, except in case students pass the doctoral
dissertation review by the Graduate School Steering Committee held in March.

(*There is no change in the handling of the degree conferral date for doctoral students enrolled within 3
years (within 5 years for the 5-year doctoral course).

1. Comparison table of degree conferral date for "Encho-sei”

Month of Graduate School Steering Committee for doctoral dissertation review

April \ June \ July \October \ December | February March

Until AY2021 Date of Graduate School Steering Committee
Degree [OLD]
Conferral From AY2022 End of Spring End of Fall Semester Date of Graduate
Date [NEW] Semester (March 15) School Steering
(September 15) Committee
FYI: When can the doctoral At the Graduation At the Graduation Ceremony in | At the Graduation
diploma be awarded? Ceremony in March Ceremony in
September September of the
next Academic
Year

*Only in case, when students pass the dissertation review held in March, the degree conferral date is the
date of the Graduate School Steering Committee.

2. Benefits of the change

As a result of this change, “"Encho-sei” students will be able to enroll until the end of the semester as
"current students", as in the case of doctoral students within 3 years (5 years for the 5-year doctoral
course) have passed the dissertation review.

Example: An “Encho-sei” student has passed the dissertation review at the Graduate School Steering
Committee on December 16, 2021.

Before the change

After the change

As of December 16, 2021, you will receive the
doctoral degree and will complete the doctoral
program, and as of the same date, you will lose your
status as a student of the University and become
alumni. This will result in the below effects, for
example.

»  Cannot use the university facilities as a student.

» Cannot use the student discount.

» In case of an international student, the "College
Student" status of residence card will expire on
December 16, 2021, and you must leave Japan
as soon as possible. Alternatively, you must
obtain another status of residence on your own.

You will remain a student of the University until March
15, 2022 and will continue to be enrolled. (Therefore,
during the period of enrollment, the effects described
in the examples on the left will not occur.)
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3. Handling of certificates issued to “Encho-sei” students who have passed the doctoral
dissertation review

Type of Date of issue (issue period)
certificates Before the change After the change
Certificate of Not eligible for issue From the next day after the date of the final
expected > Please apply for the “Certificate of | decision made by the Graduate School Steering
completion completion” and the “Certificate of doctoral | Committee

degree”.

(to the day before the degree conferral date)

“Certificate of
completion”

“Certificate of
doctoral degree”

1 week to 10 days after the degree conferral
date (date of the final decision made by the
Graduate School Steering Committee)

On/after your degree conferral date (March 15 or
September 15)

4. Others

If you need to submit a certificate related to your doctoral degree for job hunting or other purposes
between the date of the final decision by the Graduate School Steering Committee and the degree
conferral date at the end of the semester, please obtain a "Certificate of Expected Completion.

If there is a special reason, such as a stipulation by the institution to which you are applying, that you
cannot apply for employment only after the degree conferral date, please submit the attached
"Application for Degree Date (Completion Date) with Written Oath" by the time you submit the
application documents for final decision (by the Graduate School Steering Committee). This will allow
you to change the date of the Graduate School Steering Committee as your degree conferral date.

>

Note 1: The completion of the doctoral program as of the date of Graduate School Steering
Committee means that you will lose your status as a student of the University, as described above
"Application for Degree Date (Completion Date) with Consent Letter". “2. Benefits of the change”,
so please carefully check the information on the "Application for Degree Date (Completion Date)
with Written Oath".
Note 2: Even if you submit the "Application for Degree Date (Completion Date) with Consent
Letter" and the date of the Graduate School Steering Committee is set as your degree conferral
date, we will not be able to issue a "Certificate of Completion" or "Certificate of Doctoral Degree"
until you have paid your tuition fees (For “Encho-sei” students: debited in early July for the Spring
Semester and early December for the Fall Semester) and the subsequent internal procedures
have been completed by the Office.

<END>

Contact:

Doctoral Dissertation Desk,

Academic and Student Affairs Section, Center for Science and Engineering
Email: dissertation@list.waseda.jp
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