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Notes on applications for withholding of online publication

April 1, 2021

In accordance with the Degree Regulations of the Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and
Technology (MEXT), doctoral thesis must, in principle, be published on the Internet. However, if there are
unavoidable reasons, it is possible to apply to withhold publication.

The term "unavoidable circumstances" refers to cases in which the university that awarded the degree

approves that there are special reasons that are unavoidable from an objective viewpoint:

1. If the doctoral thesis contains content that cannot be published on the Internet because it contains
expressions in three-dimensional form or for other reasons.

2. If the doctoral thesis contains content that cannot be published on the Internet for more than one year
after the date of the award of the doctoral degree for reasons such as copyright protection and personal
information protection.

3. In cases where the publication of the full text of the doctoral thesis on the Internet will cause obvious
disadvantages to the doctoral degree recipient beyond one year from the date of award of the doctoral
degree in relation to publication, publication in academic journals that prohibit multiple publication,

patent applications, etc.

If the "unavoidable circumstances" no longer exist, the doctoral degree recipient is required to publish the full

text of the doctoral dissertation concerned by means of the Internet with the cooperation of the university.

In your application for withholding of online publication, please provide as much detail as possible about the
reasons for your request. Please also enclose supporting documents. (Excerpts from the webpage of the
submitted journal are also acceptable, but if the excerpt is long or in English, please mark the relevant part
with a marker so that we can understand the reasoning.)

(Example) The content of my doctoral thesis (page ** of the text) is being submitted to ***** Journal, which
will be published in April (month) 202* (year), and I wish to withhold the publication of my thesis on the

Internet because it conflicts with *****%*

Please ensure that you print out both sides of the application form and keep it on one sheet.
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