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For EDP Students:

Students who are fluent in Japanese may apply for all JDP-zemi.

In addition, some JDP-zemi with"EDP %" written in the “1II. 2027 FEEZ [ BYHE—E"
of the “2027 FEEHEEIA" will be open to students who are not fluent in Japanese. In
these seminars, discussions will mainly be in Japanese just like other JDP seminars.
However, assignments and presentations may be submitted/conducted in English.
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Please recommend one common text that you consider appropriate for this
seminar. Provide an overview of its content and explain why you recommend
it.
HARHEIH A IS - 2mET AR, AHERE & LT HARBGR R
51 01, Japanese Political Thought A, Japanese Political Thought B ® \» 311
D rJEEF >, BIET S TETHL L
Important Notice: Students wishing to enroll in this seminar must have already
completed, or be planning to take, at least one of the following prerequisite
courses: History of Japanese Political Thought 01, Japanese Political Thought
TERIBRE D A, or Japanese Political Thought B.
FE 12 2
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Essay Questions

Essay 1 (600-800 words)

Choose one country or region in Asia, identify one specific challenge facing
democracy in that country or region, and present your own analysis of why this
challenge has arisen.

Essay 2 (200-300 words)

Describe the experiences or concerns that led you to develop an interest in
Asian politics and/or democracy, and explain specifically what you wish to learn
and explore in this seminar, and how.

Instructions for Writing

1. Length: Strictly observe the word limits specified for each question. Essays
that substantially exceed or fall short of the specified length will be penalized.
(Word counts do not include the list of references.)

2. Format: Indicate the question number at the beginning of each essay and
answer each question separately. No title is necessary.

3. On Essay 1: Clearly state the country/region and the challenge you have
chosen at the beginning of your essay. The "challenge facing democracy"
should be narrowed down to one specific issue — for example, electoral
integrity, judicial independence, press freedom, political polarization, or
military intervention in politics. Essays that explore a single challenge in depth
will be evaluated more highly than those that list a broad range of issues.

4. References: If you consult literature or data, cite your sources at the end of
the essay (any citation format is acceptable). References are not required, but
arguments grounded in reliable sources will be viewed favorably in the
evaluation.

5. Use of Generative Al: The use of generative AI (ChatGPT, Claude, Gemini,
etc.) to write your essays is not permitted. However, using such tools to assist
with information gathering or literature searches is acceptable. Submitted
essays will be regarded as the product of your own thinking and writing, and
you may be asked questions about their content in an interview or other
settings.

6. Plagiarism: Submitting another person's writing as your own, either verbatim
or with minor alterations, constitutes plagiarism and will result in

disqualification.
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Please list the mathematics and statistics courses you have taken, select one
theorem or proposition covered in those courses, and provide a proof.
Handwrite your response on A4 paper, scan it, and submit the PDF to the

administrative office.
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Name a book or article that you would like to read in my seminar, and explain

why you would like to read it in around 300 words.
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Japan's financial sector faces various problems. Choose the most important one
among them and explain the reason why do you think it is the most important
in 300 words.
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Analyze Japanese official statistics and discussed the results. Send your reports

via email to saigo@waseda.jp by September 9, 2026.
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