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The purpose of Question lll is to evaluate the applicant’s ability to analyze a statement and



express an opinion in a well-organized and properly developed composition in English.
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Perhaps the most obvious weakness of the statement is that it uses the unqualified term
“unacceptable,” which rules out compromise, thus making its premise weak from the start. In
addition, it portrays Japanese universities as monolithic with respect to enrollment, when even
their most superficial qualities, such as location, imply very different conditions. Finally, the
statement makes no consideration for the fact that Japan’s low birthrate means that without
foreign students, many universities will face difficult financial challenges for many years.

In most cases, however, the benefits that Japanese universities gain from the presence of foreign
students far outweigh any special measures needed to acclimate them to studying and living in
Japan. This is especially true because foreign students willing to come to Japan would likely have
a deep interest in making the most of their experience, and thus they would willingly conform to
financial, academic and social norms. Welcoming them at Japanese universities would give
students and the surrounding communities the opportunity to experience a more international
culture without worrying about the changing political landscape of traditional foreign study
destinations, like the US and Europe.
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The most obvious weak point of this statement is its implication that admitting foreign students to
Japanese universities is only unacceptable if they are financially AND academically AND socially
unprepared. Realistically however, if they are unprepared in any one of these areas, they should
not be offered admission. Of these, the easiest to address is the ability to pay tuition and living
expenses, using scholarships or some other source of funding. However, the other two are quite
difficult to change, especially the social adjustment that is necessary to live in this culture.

This viewpoint may sound like unreasonable prejudice, but the requirements that exist in each of
these areas are quite rigid, and admitting unprepared students would be a disservice not only to
the school and the community but also to the students themselves. If they did find themselves in a
situation they could not handle, there are very few places they could turn to for help. Unfortunately,
the social reality of Japanese culture is quite challenging, even for some of those who were born in
Japan, and finding services like mental health care in languages other than Japanese would
probably be nearly impossible.
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