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Spanish is spoken as a native language by approximately 500 million people worldwide, and this
number continues to grow. When including those who study Spanish as a foreign language, the
total number of speakers exceeds 600 million. Spanish is used in more than 20 countries and
regions, including Spain and Latin America. More specifically, it is an official language in Europe
(Spain), North, Central, and South America (Mexico and 16 other countries), the Caribbean (Cuba,
the Dominican Republic, and Puerto Rico), and Africa (Equatorial Guinea). In addition, the
Hispanic population in the United States continues to increase, and Spanish is studied by a large
majority of students in schools. As a result, Spanish has effectively become the second language
of the United States.

At the School of Political Science and Economics, students take Spanish courses twice a week
(Standard Course) or four times a week (Intensive Course) during their first and second years,
allowing them to build a solid foundation. In their third and fourth years, students advance to
intermediate and upper-level Spanish in small classes. Furthermore, Waseda University has
exchange agreements with more than twenty universities in Spanish-speaking countries, making
long-term study abroad possible. Through these programs, students deepen not only their



Spanish language skills but also their understanding of local cultures and societies. Although the
Spanish-speaking world may appear unified from afar, it is in fact highly diverse. Within Spain,
regions where Catalan, Basque, and Galician are spoken maintain strong cultural identities,
while in Latin America, Indigenous languages and cultures coexist in layered and complex
relationships with Spanish-speaking societies.

Through the study of Spanish, students can explore a wide range of political, economic, and
social issues, including the Age of Exploration, imperialism, European history, Spain’s role within
the European Union, Latin American history and the Global South, energy resources and politics,
agriculture and economic structures, environmental issues, and Hispanic communities in the
United States. At the same time, many students also enjoy engaging with Spanish-speaking
cultures through cuisine, music, sports (especially football), and tourism.

At Waseda University’s School of Political Science and Economics, we aim to cultivate graduates
who can apply their Spanish language skills to thrive in multilingual and multicultural societies.
We provide Spanish education that equips students to become global leaders in fields such as
diplomacy, politics, trade, and investment related to Spain and Latin America.



