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This seminar is dedicated to the study of the history of religion in the West and Japan from the
perspective of the history of ideas and the sociology of religion. We will consider topics as the
relationship between religion and society, religion and politics, and religion and morality. The final
goal of the seminar is to analyze and understand the interrelation of modernization and religion, that
is, how the changes produced by modernization have affected religion. It can be said that modernity,
especially in the West, is an era when secularization has spread, along with religious freedom. Together
with the progress of science, new traditions of thought were born, and new currents of thought denying the
significance of religion emerged. Some religious thinkers have tried to adapt to modernization and
combine religion and science, or to interiorize (privatize) religion (as it can be seen in recent
phenomena as the “mindfulness” trend). On the other hand, a completely different reaction tomodernity
in the religious world is fundamentalism, which denies modernization and all the new currents of thought.
This ideological retreat, which is fundamentalism, is also intimately related to other questions, as
religious identity problems and the relation between religion and nationalism. In sum, I would like to
reflect upon the complex relationship between “modernity” and “religion” together with the seminar
students.
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The main purposes of the seminar are summarized in the following points:
» Acquire basic knowledge of the history of religious thought and sociology of religion.
- Analyze the Westerner's (Christians) understanding of themselves, and how they viewed different
cultures and religions from the perspective of the history of religious thought.
» Learn about traditional Japanese religions and understand their transformations, and also how they
were influenced by Western thought and religion.
+ Learn about the religious trends of modernity from the perspective of the history of religious thought
and sociology of religion.
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We will not use any textbooks. I will distribute the reading materials (academic papers or book
chapters) in advance. Students must read and analyze documents in Japanese (also use works written in
foreign languages depending on students’ abilities and needs) and discuss the contents freely with
everyone. However, if members of the EDP join the seminar, I will try to provide materials in English.
Students who want to write a graduation thesis must narrow down the research topics that are most
interesting to them and complete their graduation thesis. As far as the research topic is related to
religion, students have complete freedom to choose. Possible languages for writing the thesis are
Japanese, English, Spanish, French, or Catalan.
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The School of Political Science and Economics defines the learning outcomes in the link below.
Please refer to this when registering for courses and checking your achievements.
https://waseda. box. com/v/SPSE-Learning—outcomes
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