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As long as “conflict” is the fate of human beings in social 1ife, “reconciliation” is also a part of
universal human activity. Reconciliation, however, always appears with a certain historical and
cultural imprint. The social arrangements that give rise to the conflict are diverse and historically
variable. Reconciliation studies is a new academic knowledge that comprehensively reassesses
humankind’ s accumulated thought and practices regarding reconciliation and envisions a vision of social
construction for the future. Reconciliation Studies” does not simply mean a technical theory for
resolving existing conflicts. Rather, it is an approach that fundamentally examines the very structure
of the phenomenon of “reconciliation,” including the principled opposition to it. In this seminar, we
will take up various “conflicts” that East Asia is currently facing and examine their resolution, relying
on the method of the history of ideas. Specifically, we will attempt to unravel the history of East Asia
from the three perspectives of “nationalism, ” “gender,” and “capitalism. Through discussion of East
Asian history, superimposed on the basic theories of reconciliation studies, we will envision clues to
resolving historical issues.
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Learning how to “read” texts

Practice “how to write” to effectively communicate your thoughts

Practice “discussing” productively

Acquisition of basic concepts of the historical method of thought and social theory

Basic knowledge of Japanese history

Understanding of nationalism, gender studies, and capitalismas the basis of “reconciliation studies”
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This seminar aims to clarify the structure of East Asian historical issues in the following four
dimensions. The seminar will be conducted mainly through discussions based on the reading of related
texts and student reports.

The first dimension of approaching the problem is to question “what is history fundamentally? History
is both an objective fact and a narrative that generates certain meanings. Through the clarification of
the multilayered structure of ”history” itself, we will discuss the reasons for the conflicting
historical perceptions of East Asian countries and the possibilities for reconciliation.

The second dimension is “nationalism. By understanding modernity in East Asia as a historical space
woven by war, imperialism, and colonialism, we aim to grasp the structural characteristics of
nationalism in each country.

The third dimension is “gender. The “comfort women” issue is not only anational conflict between Japan
and South Korea but also a reflection of the social position of women in East Asia. The history of women in
East Asia will be reviewed in light of the current gender gap issue.

The fourth dimension is “capitalism. We will identify how the deep-rooted development orientation
common to East Asia has both attracted and obscured “conflicts.

In this seminar, in addition to discussions on specific themes, workshops on how to write academic
papers, how to improve presentation skills, etc. will be held as needed.
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No previous basic knowledge is required, but a strong desire and curiosity for future learning and
intellectual flexibility and endurance are necessary.

More than three unexcused absences will be disqualified from the evaluation.

We welcome students willing and able to communicate their own country’ s case studies to other countries
and actively discuss them with people from other countries.
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Fink, Carole (2018) Cold War: An International History, 2nd edition, Routledge.
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McMahon, Robert (2021) The Cold War: A Very Short Introduction, Chapter 1. ’World War II and the

destruction of old order’, pp. 1-15.
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McMhon, op.cit., Chapter 2. ’The origins of the Cold War in Europe, 1945-50,  pp. 16-34.
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McMhon, op. cit., Chapter 3. ’Towards “Hot War” in Asia, 1945-50, ~ pp. 35-55.
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McMhon, op. cit., Chapter 4. A global Cold War, 1950-58, pp. 56-77
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McMhon, op. cit., Chapter 5. ’From confrontation to detente, 1958-68,  pp. 78-105.
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McMhon, op. cit., Chapter 6. ’Cold Wars at home, ’ pp. 106-121.
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McMhon, op.cit., Chapter 7. ' The rise and fall of superpower detnte, 1968-79" pp. 122-143.

H13la] SRR 4

TR ERERE A DB & T DK BT 0b 5 Wk 2 A i & £,

F14lE] IR OKE 19804E~19904

L— 7V KBRED RN IZBLN T T8 IR ) & MR 5 2K Y BEEOEZE D B 19850 I /NF 3 7 -
) WLBHE O RN & I BHAE T, ERNSRE L QD IRRRIZ DWW T, T E A E T,

[ 358 SCHR]

McMhon, op. cit., Chapter 8. ’The final phase, 1980-1990,  pp. 143— 168.
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Walker Connor, Ethnonationalism, Princeton University Press, 1994.

John Darwin, Unfinished Empire: The Global Expansion of Britain, Penguin, 2012.

Philip D. Curtin, The World and the West, Cambridge University Press, 2002.

Mar jorie Harper and Stephen Constantine, Migration and Empire, Oxford University Press, 2010.

Alexander Betts and Gil Loescher, eds., Refugees in International Relations, Oxford University Press,
2011.

David Kyle and Rey Koslowski, eds., Global Human Smuggling, 2nd edn., Johns Hopkins University Press,
2011.
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