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The School of Political Science and Economics (SPSE) was one of the original academic units established when Waseda 
University was founded in 1882. The synthesis of the study of political science and economics was innovative at that time and 
lies at the cutting edge of contemporary academia, both in Japan and globally. The School remains true to its founding goal of 
advancing scientific understanding of political and economic phenomena.
The SPSE offers specialized degree programs in political science and economics that are fully comparable in quality to majors 
in these disciplines at top universities around the world. While keeping a low student-to-faculty ratio, we offer a wide variety of 
courses that balance our School's traditions with a modern approach to both political science and economics. Our curriculum 
provides a systematic progression from introductory to advanced courses, and numerous opportunities to participate in 
seminars. The seminars offer an exceptionally high degree of specialization, bringing academic research and undergraduate 
education together. SPSE students can also take classes outside their chosen field of specialization and gain exposure to a 
rich canvass of knowledge and skills including quantitative and qualitative methods training, theoretical and applied reasoning 
techniques, and abstract and historically grounded models of the world.
Our goal is to equip students with the skills needed to succeed in a changing world through academic excellence and 
intellectual freedom.

Each of our three majors is defined through respective credit requirements that comprise courses in political science and economics. 

Political 
Science

Political Analysis
Contemporary/Japanese Politics Political Communication, Political Institutions,  

Political Behavior, Comparative Political Economy, etc.

Comparative Politics Comparative Democratization, Politics of Western 
Europe, Politics of East Asia, etc.

International Relations International Politics International Organization, International Political 
Economy, International History, etc.

Public Philosophy
Public Policy Public Policy, Public Administration, Local Government, 

NPOs and NGOs, etc.

Political Thought and Political History Japanese Political Thought, Western Political History, 
Constitutionalism, Contemporary Political Theory, etc.

Economics
Microeconomics

Macroeconomics

Economic Policy Labor Economics, Health Economics, Environmental 
Economics, Political Economics, Law and Economics, etc.

International Economics Development Economics, Asian Economy, Spatial 
Economics, etc.

Intermediate Micro/Macroeconomics Japanese Economy, Advanced Micro/Macroeconomics, 
Welfare Economics, Public Economics, etc.

Finance Money and Banking, International Trade, International 
Finance, Public Finance, etc.

Economic History Japanese Economic History, Global Economic History, 
Economic Thought, Institutional Analysis, etc.

Methodology
Game Theory  Mathematical Analysis Advanced Game Theory, Behavioral Economics, 

Experimental Economics, Mathematical Economics, etc.

Statistics  Econometrics Quantitative Analysis, Network Analysis, Applied 
Econometrics, Advanced Econometrics, etc.

Seminars Basic Seminar Intermediate Seminar Advanced Seminar, Thesis

Academic Writing, Japanese and Other Languages, General Studies, etc.

Specialized Degrees
Learn in depth and systematically 
through specialized coursework in 
political science and economics

Study Abroad Programs Exclusively  
for SPSE Students
In addition to the University's study-abroad programs, SPSE 
runs programs exclusively for SPSE students.

Double-Degree Programs
National Taiwan University Taiwan
The Hong Kong University of Science and Technology Hong Kong

Exchange Programs
City University of Hong Kong Hong Kong
Victoria University of Wellington New Zealand
Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam Netherlands
University of Milan Italy
UiT The Arctic University of Norway Norway
IÉSEG School of Management France

...and more

3+1 Consecutive Degree Program  
with the University of Essex, England
Under the innovative “3+1” program, accomplished students 
at SPSE complete their B.A. at Waseda in three years and 
proceed to a prestigious one-year Master's program at either 
Department of Government or Department of Economics.

Scholarships
In addition to the scholarships offered by Waseda University, 
several scholarships (e.g., the Howard Hagiya Scholarship) 
are available exclusively for SPSE prospective students 
with outstanding entrance exam scores. Various other 
scholarships, such as those provided by the Bai Xian Asia 
Institute, are available to current SPSE students with excellent 
academic records.

Fully Bilingual Program
Most courses are offered in English 
and Japanese

・Bachelor of Arts in Political Science
・Bachelor of Arts in Economics
・Bachelor of Arts in Global Political Economy

Develop Core Methodological Skills 

Mathematics, statistics, game theory, 
experimental methods, network 
analysis, text analysis, and programming
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International Faculty with 
Genuine International Experience
International and distinguished faculty 
with extensive experience at leading 
universities worldwide

Global Learning Environment
Our students come from many 
countries and regions around the 
world

Working Closely with Professors
Small, discussion-based courses 
("seminars") with professors, from the 
first year to the final year

(As of May 2022)

For details, please visit the website
https://bit.ly/waseda_spse

We have YouTube videos you can access  
through this QR code or URL.

https://bit.ly/spse-pv
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*Courses are subject to change.
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