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A Joint Workshop with Institute of National Governance Studies, Peking

University was Held

On 29 July, 2024, a joint workshop with the Institute of National Governance
Studies of Peking University was held. Six scholars from Peking University were
invited to make presentations under the theme “Grassroots Governance Innovation
and Local Policy Development.” Around ten scholars from the University of Tokyo,
Keio University, Hitotsubashi University, Tokyo Woman's Christian University,
Renmin University of China, China Agricultural University, and Central China
Normal University and so on joined as moderators and discussants, and around ten
graduate students from Waseda University participated, making the workshop an

occasion of international academic exchange.




Participant report

Peter Chai (Kai Shibata)

Affiliation: second year, doctoral program, Graduate School of Political Science
Research areas: comparative politics, political sociology, public opinion, survey

analysis

It is an invaluable opportunity for us to listen to some up-to-date research related
to area studies, policy analysis, governance, innovation, administration,

institutions, modernization, and civil society related to China and to see Japanese
and Chinese scholars exchange ideas on some possible similarities and differences

between the two societies under the abovementioned topics. Since I am using



survey databases such as the Asian Barometer and World Values Survey to
empirically investigate and compare trends of civic attitudes across the Greater
China area, the local details and situations as well as research complexities for rural
areas they discussed can help me have a better understanding of my statistical
results. To combine quantitative analysis and qualitative discussion is a feature of

their research from which I should learn and practice.

The presentations made in this workshop relate to various research fields,
questions, and methods, but I have been generally reminded two points. First, it is
important to pay attention to contextual, local, and historical details when
interpreting descriptive data and regression results. It is important not to blindly
treat the Greater China area as a coherent whole but allow meaningful regional
comparisons to be made. Second, the wide geographical and demographic spread
of the Greater China area having a so-called “Confucian culture” can make it a
“natural laboratory” for us to test the generalizability and applicability of some
theories and models based on observations in Western societies such as North
America and Europe in East Asia’s socio-political background and address the so-

called “Asian uniqueness” debate.



