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The Graduate School of Economics conducts the entrance examination for students who have completed
the master's course, with the aim of cultivating research skills for those who wish to enter the doctoral
course and engage in research and advanced professional work in their field of specialization.

1. Candidate Openings
Several

2. Application Qualifications
All the following requirements must be fulfilled.
(Students in the specialization of Economic History, need to fulfill the requirements of (D~@®)
@ Currently enrolled at the master’s program of Graduate School of Economics at Waseda University at
the time of application, and expect to complete the program as follows:

When to enter the GSE When to expect to complete the GSE Master’s Program
Doctoral Program
April 2026 March 2026 (Those who have completed the Master’s Program prior to
this date are not eligible to apply.)
September 2026 September 2026 (Those who have completed the Master’s Program prior
to this date are not eligible to apply.)

X Including those who expect to complete the program early

2 Having an outstanding academic record for courses while enrolling at the Master’s Program.

(@ Being recommended by his/her research supervisor in the master’s Program, or by a research
supervisor under whom he/she wishes to study in the Doctoral Program.

@ Acquiring credits of at least three courses from the course category below but selecting at least 3
categories during enrolling in the Master’s Program. If the student is currently taking the required
classes below while making his or her application, the final approval of admission will not take
place until he/she officially acquire credits of the classes.

Category Course
. . Microeconomics II, Microeconomics IIl, Microeconomics 1V, Public

Microeconomics .
Finance
Macroeconomics II, Macroeconomics III, Macroeconomics IV,

Macroeconomics International Finance (previous course name: International
Macroeconomics)

Econometrics Econometrics II, Econometrics 111

Game Theory Game Theory II, Cooperative Game Theory, Expected Utility Theory and
Nash Social Welfare Function, Inductive Game Theory

X Both Japanese and English language courses are acceptable.
X If your master's thesis is a survey paper, you are not eligible to apply for this Internal
Admissions by Recommendation.
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3.

4.

Application Period
April intake: From November 7 to 3:00 p.m. November 14, 2025
September intake: From May 18 to 3:00 p.m. May 22, 2026

Application Process

Your research plan, etc. are a chance to explain yourself to the school and should be completed by
yourself. Using generative Al to create these documents and presenting them as your own work may
be considered as cheating and could affect the evaluation of your application.

Please download the prescribed format from the website of the Graduate School of Economics and
complete steps(D through @ below by the application deadline.
https://www.waseda.jp/fpse/gse/en/

@ Fill out the Online Application Form(application form) (Within the Application Period)
@ Submit the Research Plan (PDF file) via Online Application Form (Within the Application Period)

% Maximum 2,000 English words (Do not include references in the word count.)
% Make the file name as “Name_researchplan.pdf” (e.g.: “YAMADA_taro_researchplan.pdf”)

@ Read the "Guidelines for the Web Conference System Interview Examination" on the website, fill

out the “Agreement regarding Oral Examination through Web Conference System”, and upload it to
the Online Application Form (1).

@ Submit the Letter of Recommendation from Supervisor

April intake: by December 17 2025

September intake: by June 17, 2026

X Recommendation Letter must be filled out by the student’s research supervisor in the Master’s
Program or by a main research supervisor under whom student wishes to study in the
Doctoral Program. The student must ask his/her recommender to send the letter directly to
the Graduate School of Economics gse-rec@list.waseda.jp by the deadline.

Issuance of Examination Card:

The Graduate School will send the examination card by e-mail to the e-mail address you entered in
the online application form.

April intake: by January 9, 2026

September intake: by July 3, 2026

Screening Process:
Applicants will be assessed based on application documents and oral examination.

Oral Examination (conducted online):
April intake: January 10, 2026
September intake: July 4, 2026
Duration: 20 Minutes
% Oral Examinations will be held on the same day of the master’s Thesis Oral Examination in
principle. Please refer to the Examination Card for the detailed information.

Announcement of Successful Applicants:
April intake: 10:00 am, February 6, 2026
September intake: 10:00 am, July 17, 2026

Successful applicants will be announced on the website of the Graduate School of Economics.

https://www.waseda.jp/fpse/gse/en/

X Notification of Acceptance and enrollment procedures information will be emailed to
successful applicants.
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9. Enrollment Procedure Period
April intake: From February 6, to February 13,2026
September intake: From July 17, to July 24, 2026

For details, please refer to the “Guide to Entrance Procedures” issued to successful applicants.

X Inthe event that an applicant declines to enroll, “Entrance Procedure Documents” and “Academic
Fees and Membership Fees” will not, in principle, be returned or refunded once they have been
submitted or paid. However, in the event that unavoidable circumstances force an applicant to
withdraw, only “Academic Fees and Membership Fees (for the relevant semester)” will be
refunded. Payment methods and other details will be included in the “Admission Procedure
Guidelines” sent to successful applicants.

10. Important Notes for application

* Examination Fees are not required for the Doctoral Program Internal Admissions by
Recommendation.

* It may be regarded as improper conduct if fabrication, misstatement, or plagiarism is committed
on the application documents, materials, or provided information, and it may lead to the admission
result invalidated. In such cases, submitted documents and materials will not be returned.

* Ifthe admission dates are the same, it is not acceptable to apply for “General Entrance Examination
for the Doctoral Program” at the same time.

e.g.) For admission in April 2026: Applicants are not allowed to apply for “General Entrance

Examination for the Doctoral Program in April 2026” at the same time.

* Please do not contact the office to confirm the arrival of documents, as we do not respond to
individual inquiries..

* As a general rule, application documents and application fees are not returned or refunded.
However, the full amount of the application fee or the excess amount will be refunded if you fall into
one of the following categories. If applicable, please contact our Graduate School office by February
6, 2026 for April enrollment and by July 17, 2026 for September enrollment:

1) You paid in excess of the amount of application fee required (for domestic applications only)

2) You paid the application fee but failed to submit the required application documents.

3) You paid the application fee but submitted the application documents after the deadline.

4) You paid the application fee and submitted the application documents, but your application
was rejected before screening due to the following reasons: the submitted application
materials are not complete enough to meet the application requirements or you do not meet
all the eligibility criteria, etc.

If the application fee is paid by credit card or returned to an account at a financial institution
outside Japan, the applicant will be responsible for any fees incurred for the return of the fee.
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11. Academic and Membership Fees
<Doctoral Program for 2026 Admission (In yen) (Planned)>

Academic fee Membership fees
Waseda
University
Year | Semester Admission Tuition | Seminar Student Society Soc1ety. Total
fee Health enrollment | membership
fee fee )
Promotion fee fee
Mutual Aid
Association
1= 200,000 | 224,000 | 1,500 1,500 2,000 750 429,750
. Semester
First nd
year — 224,000 | 1,500 1,500 — 750 227,750
Semester
Sub-total | 200,000 | 448,000 | 3,000 3,000 2,000 1,500 657,500
rd —
3 324,000 | 1,500 1,500 — 750 327,750
Semester
Second 4 —
year 324,000 | 1,500 1,500 — 750 327,750
Semester
Sub-total — 648,000 | 3,000 3,000 — 1,500 655,500
h _
5t 324,000 | 1,500 1,500 — 750 327,750
. Semester
Third P —
year 324,000 | 1,500 1,500 — 750 327,750
Semester
Sub-total — 648,000 | 3,000 3,000 — 1,500 655,500
NOTE:

1. Enrolled students who have paid admission fees for admission to an undergraduate faculty or
graduate school of Waseda University on a regular course are exempt from payment of the

admission fee.

2. Graduates of the Waseda University Faculty of Political Science and Economics, Graduate School of
Political Science, Graduate School of Economics are exempted from payment of the Society

enrollment fee.

3. Seminar fee and membership fees are subject to change.
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12.Personal Information Handling

The University collects personal information (addresses, names, dates of birth, etc.) at the time of
application to be used in facilitating exam implementation, announcements of exam results,
administering admissions procedures and other related duties. This information is managed in a manner
both necessary and appropriate to preventing its leakage, release, improper usage, etc. All or some of the
above personal information collection and management duties may be outsourced to a third party, in
which case said third party will be contractually obligated to handle this information in the necessary and
appropriate manner.

13. Other Important Notes

Improper conduct
The University has established the following regulations on entrance examinations in order to conduct

a fair and equitable examination for all examinees. Please read them carefully and follow the instructions
in an appropriate manner. It may be regarded as improper conduct if fabrication, misstatement, or
plagiarism is committed on the application documents, materials, or provided information.

* The following actions may be regarded as improper conduct and the candidate disqualified:

(D Cheating (concealing or using of crib sheets, reference books, looking at other candidates’ answers,
receiving answers from other persons, and similar actions).

(@ Engaging in behavior of benefit to other candidates during the examination, such as communication
to them of answers.

(3 Possession or use of cellular phones during the examination.

@ Allowing a cellular phone or watch to emit any noise (ringtone, alarm, vibration noise, or other such
noise) during the examination.

(® Engaging in any behavior that disturbs other candidates at the examination venue.

(® Failure to obey the instructions of the proctor or other officials at the examination venue.

(D Taking of the examination by any person other than the applicant.

Other actions that detract from the fairness of the examination.

* Persons suspected of engaging in improper conduct may be dealt with as follows:
» The candidate may be warned or questioned about the circumstances by the proctor.
» The candidate may be required to take the examination in another room.

* Ifacandidate is found to have engaged in improper conduct, he/she may be dealt with as follows:
» The candidate may be disqualified from taking further examinations and from taking any admission
examinations at Waseda University during the academic year concerned. (In this case, application
fees will not be returned.)
» The results of all examinations taken by the candidate at Waseda University in the academic year
concerned may be declared invalid.

Handling of Academic Records of Qualified Teachers

Please note that faculty members of Waseda University including Waseda University Junior / Senior
High School, Waseda University Honjo Senior High School and Art and Architecture School are not
allowed to become a student of the University. However, there are few exceptions according to the
university regulations, so if you have any question, please contact the head office through the office to
which you belong.
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Disclaimers

Please note that Waseda University will endeavor to ensure the following with regard to the entrance
examination.

®Testing Environment

To the extent possible, Waseda University will work to provide a testing environment which is both fair
and quiet and, as a result, may be forced to take the following actions.

(D As a rule, no special measures will be taken to suppress everyday noises (airplanes; automobiles;
wind and rain; air conditioners; coughing, sneezing, sniffling by other test-takers; mobile phone
ringing; etc.).

@ If a mobile phone, timepiece, etc., rings, vibrates or makes some other noise, and the location of the
item in question can be identified (in a bag, etc.); the exam monitor may, without the permission of
the owner, take it out of the exam venue and store it in the exam headquarters.

(@ No consideration is given to differences in features, such as desks, chairs and audio equipment, which
may exist between testing rooms.

@ If a test-taker’s behavior is bothersome to other test-takers, they can be asked to move to a separate
room for the examination.

# Unforeseen problems that are beyond human control.

In cases of unforeseen circumstances that are beyond human control, such as a natural disaster (e.g.,
typhoons, earthquakes, flooding, tsunamis) and/or accident, such as fire, power failure, and so on,
measures including delaying the start of the exam or postponing the exam, etc. may be taken. However, in
such an event, we will bear no responsibility for any resulting inconvenience, expense, or other personal
loss that the examinee may incur.

®Infection

If you have an infectious disease (new coronavirus infection, influenza, measles, rubella, etc.) for which
suspension of attendance is required by the School Health and Safety Law, and have not yet recovered,
please refrain from taking the examination as there is a risk of infecting other students or exam
supervisors. Even if you are absent from the examination due to refraining from taking the examination,
the University will not conduct a follow-up examination or refund the entrance examination fee, unless
special measures are announced by the University.

Special Measures for entrance examinations and school enrollment
If you require special consideration when taking the entrance examination or attending school due to

physical limitations, please contact the Office of the Graduate School of Economics in advance.

Also, Also, if you have a serious illness or injury that may interfere with your ability to take the entrance
examination or study at the Graduate School, please contact us immediately, even if it occurs after you
have submitted your application.
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