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Congratulations on completing your studies. It pains me to be unable to see your happy faces in person at 

your graduation ceremony, but I am certain that you all are proud to be starting your new lives in April, 

armed with your new graduate degrees. 

 

No longer must you study in adherence to a program prepared by someone else, concern yourselves with 

earning credits, or otherwise follow a predetermined path. In a sense, you are free. But regardless of what 

careers you may have in store for your futures, you will be required to determine your own goals and then 

to prepare and carry out your plans to reach them. There are few workplaces in which the theories and 

methods of economics that you have studied will be of immediate use. Nevertheless, the logical way of 

thinking that you have fostered in yourselves along the way will surely aid your decisions in various 

aspects of your lives. 

 

It takes courage to start doing something that no one else before you has done, something new. But, 

having been born into this world, won’t you try pursuits different from those of others—pursuits that you 

can claim as proof of the unique life that is yours? 

 

If there is something that you want to do with your future, a dream that you would like to accomplish 

sometime, then you must never succumb to feelings of powerlessness simply because you have had a 

series of failures or your labors seem to have borne no fruits. Becoming a little bit of overconfident is fine. 

Therefore, believe—despite how things may appear—“I can do this. I have talent.” Persist in your efforts, 

even if you must shed a few tears. 

 

The entire community of Waseda will be cheering for you in your new endeavors. 

 

*A Message about Graduation Memorabilia 

 In light of current events, the usual faculty-hosted party for celebrating graduations and completions of 

post-graduate studies has been canceled. Although it is a somewhat meager substitute, we have therefore 

prepared some small tokens of memorabilia to be given to all who have finished their studies this 

academic year. 


