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Abstract 
Some recent studies in political psychology treat party identification (PID) as a social 

identity (SID). It is well known that people usually manage multiple SIDs without internal 
conflict, but little is known about when those SIDs conflict within the same personality. 
Considering the important role of both PID and socio-demographic characteristics in voting 
behavior, it is worth exploring whether and how voters change their voting behavior and 
attitudes when their PID and other SID suggest supporting a different party. Our study 
examines this question by using experimental conditions. 

We conducted an online experimental survey of about 1000 Japanese office workers 
after the Upper House election in 2007. The experimental setting makes randomly assigned 
subjects in an “identity stimulus group” (ISG) recognize that they, office workers, are the 
majority as a job category in general, but are the minority among the same PID holders. 
Compared to the control group, we find that strong PID holders of ISG are more likely to 
answer that they would vote for an identified party. In contrast, different behavioral patterns 
are observed for the weak PID holders of ISG: they are more likely to vote for the identified 
party, if the party is a majority, but they would vote for other party if the identified party is a 
minority in the election. Broader implications of the findings on voting behavior and the 
methodological challenges in the experimental survey are further discussed. 
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