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Greeting from the Dean

Law in everyday life

Students usually enter university without a clear idea of what law is,
since high school curriculums in Japan do not include law, unlike
mathematics, physics, chemistry, political economy, or history. In
addition, there is a popular impression that law is a specialized subject
for highly specialized experts. Thus, high school students who choose
to study law from among many options generally tend to be an
adventurous minority.

We live in a legal society. We cannot satisfy our demands for food,
clothing, and shelter without engaging in legal relationships with
others. What connects us are not only genes, love and trust, but also
legal relations. In contemporary society, legal relationships are indeed
ordinary interactional and social relationships.

Rich education

WASEDA University’s School of Law offers a rich variety of
introductory courses and seminars to familiarize new students with
legal studies in order to emphasize the social aspect of law. How was
law generated in human history? How have legal concepts been
formulated under the influence of ideology, philosophy and
economy? How did Japan accept (or not accept) the social, economic
and philosophical background of the Western legal system? How
have laws been transformed in contemporary society? We hope our
students will tackle these questions with deep understanding of the
historical, social and economic contexts. We believe that it is
prerequisite for thorough understanding of letter of the law.

Cultivation of legal “judgment”: Interaction of
professional education and liberal education

Our goal of legal education is to cultivate legal “judgment”
(“Urteilskraft” in German). As Immanuel Kant states, the concept of
“judgment” means the ability to connect universality with
concreteness. In jurisprudence, by applying legal norms, which
provide universal value and sollen, to the specific case, the legal
“judgment” contributes to formulate the theory, which solves a
particular case while extracting universality from concreteness. In
order to cultivate legal “judgment”, the ability to discern properly the
nature of a specific case is required. For this, it is necessary to
cultivate the ability to understand social phenomenon by learning not
only legal science but also general academic subjects. It is also
essential to cultivate the ability to define the meanings and contents
of legal norms as they are connected with other legal norms, and to
apply them to particular cases, through the study of core law courses.
The School of Law offers a rich selection of both core law classes
and general academic classes essential to cultivate legal “judgment”.
The cultivation of citizens with commitment to universal norms at all
times is indeed to produce youth who will be responsible for
developing Japanese social structure, which is considered to be a
corporate society, into a mature civil society. This is one of the most
important missions of the School of Law in WASEDA University.

Law in regional and global spheres

We often hear that response to globalization is urgent. However, the
phenomenon of globalization has primarily been the globalization of
market economies. We need to realize that politics and law have not

followed this phenomenon. This fact
has led to uncontrolled economic
conditions which brought about the
financial crisis and global poverty
and discrimination. To govern these
uncontrolled states, it is necessary to
foresee the establishment of legal
regulations in the supranational,
regional and global spheres. To
foster people who can cope with
these challenges is also one of our
important missions. In filling in the
scarcity of laws in the regional or
global sphere, we are not painting on . . Dean
white canvas tabula rasa. In order to Yoshiki Kurumisawa
tackle these challenges, it is necessary to mutually understand the legal
regimes and principles, which have been developed by individual
nations first, and then to create norms by merging and integrating
those regimes and principles. For that purpose, we have to understand
legal regimes of other states in the historical context of the societies
in which these regimes have been developed. We offer courses of
foreign languages and regional studies that will help students reach
such understandings.

Training of jurists and academics

Upon graduation many of our students enter the workforce.
However, many others go on to our Law School or the Graduate
School of Law, both of which are continuations of the School of
Law. The Law School, as the institute to educate legal practitioners,
produces many jurists with a firm sense of social duty. The Graduate
School of Law sends legal academics, who study law from a
theoretical perspective, into many universities all over Japan. The
School of Law will aim for the establishment of a consistent research
and educational program, which overcomes both the practitioners’
blindness to theoretical issues as well as the academics’ insufficient
experience of practice, by having strong relationships with the two
graduate-level programs.

New challenges to the Faculty of Law: Law and
the transformation towards a sustainable society
It is time for us to transform from an industrial society to a
sustainable society. History has seen two great transformations —one
from the hunting and gathering society into an agrarian society, and
the other from the agrarian society to an industrial society. Unlike
these transformations, the transformation in this century cannot be
completed as a process of natural evolution. It will not occur unless
we humans plan and intentionally implement it. Therefore, a society
moving towards a sustainable future requires us to gather all human
wisdom to work out a transition to a sustainable society. In search of
such a transformation based upon intelligence, the university will find
that one of its raison d’¢tres is serving as the centre for this
transformation. Thus we must ask ourselves how law and study of
law play a role in the transformation.

I hope you will join us in this challenge in our Building 8 of Waseda
Campus, where you will meet your fellow students with unique talents.

School of Law, WASEDA University

About Our School

Date of Foundation and Summary

The School of Law of WASEDA University was founded in 1882, originally as the Department of Law of Tokyo Professional College, before
being renamed WASEDA University in 1902. Since its inception, the School provided education incorporating the innovative educational style

of the newly established Harvard Law School, with the objective of fostering legal professionals. In the period of over 135 years since then,

our School has produced many talented individuals with high ideals and enterprising spirits, who have contributed to society in a wide range of

fields including law, politics, government, industry, the media, and so on.

Mission

The School of Law of WASEDA University strives to instill talented individuals with a sense of law that is truly needed in Japanese society.

Our School of Law has produced many excellent legal professionals and, after Japan moved to the new National Law Examination system in

20006, the School has continued to send a large number of students to Waseda Law School and other graduate law schools. Our School of Law

plays many other roles in addition to educating legal professionals, and there are many graduates from the School of Law of WASEDA

University who have thrived in the spheres of politics, economics, culture, and the arts. The School of Law of WASEDA University strives to

remain Japan’s leading institution for fostering legal professionals. It achieves this through education founded on two principles: On the one

hand, the School offers specialized legal subjects to give students a firm grounding for pursuing a variety of career paths, and on the other

hand, the School provides language and general educational subjects to give students a broad knowledge beyond their specialized legal subjects

and to encourage them to view the world from a wider perspective.

Curriculum

Subject-taking model (Major)

The School of Law of WASEDA University has no academic departments or

Corporate and extemal relations related legal work

The Legal Profession Intemational and public policy

courses, but rathet, operates using a Major/Minor system. Through this system, the \ /'

School of Law provides educational programs that can be useful in following the

various career paths chosen by students, encouraging them to learn in a gradual and

systematic manner without limiting their potential.

Firstly, the Major system centers on specialized legal subjects and encourages
students to take subjects designed to assist them to learn systematically and

Law Courses 82Credits

Introductory Studies of Law 4Credits

Foreign Language 18Credits

Business and Englshlanguage

comprehensively in preparation for their future career plans and paths. Specifically, Idusty Shces Hieo Stes

the students enroll in subjects according to several subject-taking models in a
particular package from their first to fourth year, and then comprehensively
complete the studies with a seminar. We offer three subject-taking models designed
to suit a range of career paths: The Legal Profession, Corporate and external
relations related legal work, International and public policy.

The Legal Profession

This model is suitable for those students considering
careers in the legal profession. In order to realize their
dream of being members of the legal profession, students
must pass either a qualifying examination or a professional
examination.

Therefore, students aiming at careers in this profession
must first comprehensively study the core legal subjects.
Upon a successful completion of this stage, students can
then study in greater depth the specific fields of law that
interest them.

Moreover, solving legal problems that are without precedent
requires the ability to go beyond the existing positive law and
consider the forms that the law regarding those problems
should take. In order to achieve this, it is useful for students
to study the core legal subjects that will provide them with a
viewpoint that goes beyond existing laws, such as courses in
the philosophy of law and foreign law.

General Studies 14Credits

Economic Scence / Common Elective Courses 18Credits \\ e

Polifical Science Frenchdanguage
Area Studies

[ — . Chinese-anguage
igistcs o romton S, Suumshr\anggmge Area Studies
ndHisoricl ond Prisophicl S Area Studies

Corporate and external relations related legal work  International and public policy

"This is a model for students who are aiming to become lawyers ~ This model is suitable for students who wish to become government
specialized in corporate and external relations related legal  officials (including diplomats), local government employees,
work or practitioners working within companies, who are  journalists, and employees of nonprofit organizations or think tanks.
involved in solving the various legal problems that companies ~ Today, whether at the local, national, or international level, countless
are confronted with, domestically and internationally. public policy issues have to be addressed. These issues include
The legal relations that companies enter into are complex and  public finances, decentralization, the environment, the declining
these include contract negotiations, corporate mergers and  birthrate and aging population, medical care, media reporting, trade,
separations, the licensing of intellectual property rights,  and diplomacy. Those personnel with the ability to plan, decide on,
securitization, and compliance with laws and regulations. Even  and evaluate the policies that will resolve these sorts of issues are
in their day-to-day operations, companies must have accurate  required not only within government, but also in organizations
knowledge of the law and at times, they are required to possess outside it, such as the media, non-governmental organizations, and
high-level legal expertise. nonprofit organizations.

In this subject model, students will not only need to acquire a A wide range of subjects have been offered in this model, including those
comprehensive understanding of domestic and international  that will deepen students’ understanding of the universal legal principles
laws relating to corporate legal work. It is recommended also  that they will need to know in order to properly deal with public issues,
that they study general subjects related to this field, such as  and also those that will cultivate in them an international perspective.
courses in accountancy, economics, and finance theory.
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Subject-taking Model (Minor)

In addition to the above Major system, a Minor system is also available
for students. In universities outside of Japan, a Minor system often refers
to a joint degree program where students may simultaneously take
specialized subjects from different departments or schools in addition to
their primary major within their own department or school. However,
the minor system in the School of Law refers to taking a course of
subjects related to foreign languages, history, culture, and other subfields
of the humanities and social sciences in order to develop students’
interest in issues and to give them a broader perspective of the world.

In the School of Law, nine Minor courses are offered. These are in a
range of different fields, including regional studies focusing on various
aspects including language and culture (English-language Area Studies,
German-language Area Studies, French-language Area Studies,
Chinese-language Area Studies and Spanish-language Area), introductory
studies (Culture and Representation Studies, Linguistics and Information
Sciences, and Historical and Philosophical Studies), and social studies
(Political Science, Economic Science, and Business and Industry Studies).

Three-year Graduation System

The School of Law has a three-year graduation system, which allows
students to graduate from the School of Law in just three years instead
of the regular four years. This system increases the incentive to study
and paves the way for excellent hard-working students to enter graduate
school or a professional field one year early. It should be noted, however,
that the requirements for three-year graduation are strict, and the system
is viewed as an exception. Concretely, outstanding students may qualify
for three-year graduation based on their academic results upon
completing their second year. About 10% of all students qualify for the
three-year graduation (and the number of students who actually graduate
is even smaller).

Re

| |

R

uirements for Graduation

Category Credit SUBJECTS
. Introductory Education (Lecture) 2credits
Introductory - Studies of Law 4 Introductory Seminar (Required) 2credits
Foreign Language A 8credits/B 10 credits
Foreign Language 18 A choice of two languages from Japanese, English, German,
French, Chinese, Spanish, Russian, and Korean.
General Studies 14
Constitutional Law I/ 1l 4 Credits
Civil Law I/ 11 /11 /IV 14 Credits
Criminal Law I/ 1l 8 Credits
Compulsory Law Courses 34 Commercial Law | 4 Credits
Law of Civil Procedure or
Law of Criminal Procedure 4 Credits
Law Courses
’ Theory of Basic law, General Theory of Foreign Law, courses
82 Basic Law Courses 4 related to Legal History
Elective Compulsory Law Courses 4 Courses related to International Relations, courses related to Public
Policy, courses related to Criminal Law, courses related to Civil
Elective Law Courses 40 Affairs, courses related to Commercial Law, courses related to Civil
Society, courses related to Basic Law, and seminar courses
General Studies Seminar,
Common Elective Courses 18 Special Topics in Foreign Legal Systems, etc.
Total 136

School of Law, WASEDA University

Career after Graduation

The School of Law at WASEDA University has produced many graduates who have contributed to society in a wide range of fields.

Almost 20% of graduates proceed to Waseda Law School, aiming to serve as legal professionals such as lawyers, prosecutors and judges.

Currently, almost 15% of legal professionals, including lawyers, prosecutors and judges, are graduates of WASEDA University.

It is also important to remember that there are many students who want to serve as public officials. Many graduates have passed examinations

for first-class and second-class civil, and to be Tokyo Metropolitan Government employees.

For graduates seeking employment, finance and insurance companies are the most popular. Manufacturing companies, education and public

service companies, and media agencies follow. In every industry, many graduates of the School of Law at WASEDA University have a strong

presence.

International students also have a lot of options. They can get a job in Japan, go back to their home country, or proceed to Waseda Law School

to be an academic worker.

Study Abroad Programs for International Students

For international students who wish to study in the School of Law, we offer the following study abroad programs, which operate under

Inter-University or Inter-Faculty agreements. A number of courses are offered in Japanese, and students are required to have a high

level of Japanese language ability.

Study Abroad
Exchange Program

This program gives students an opportunity
to study in the School of Law for half a
year or a full year (this period depends on
the agreement that applies). Students who
participate in this program have priority
over domestic students in terms of course
registration and accommodation
arrangements.

Double Degree Program

This program allows you to receive a degree at the School of LAW while you
remain registered at your university, provided you satisfy all the necessary
requirements. You will study at the School of Law for a full year, or a year and a
half, depending on the relevant agreement. Since a certain number of credits are
required before a degree can be granted by the School of Law, this program
demands a very high level of academic performance.

For more information, please see WASEDA University Center for International
Education..

https://www.waseda.jp/inst/cie/en/to-waseda/ddp

Entrance examination
for international students

The School of Law accepts many foreign nationals every year.
Our admission programs are listed as below, described in
detail on the Japanese page.

For more information on Admission, please see Information
on Undergraduate Schools Admission.

http:// waseda. ission/en/ujp/

Useful Information for International Students

Useful information about WASEDA University, immigration & residence formalities, and other advice about living in Japan can be found from

the link below.

https://www.waseda.jp/folaw/law/en/

School of Law, WASEDA University

1-6-1 Nishiwaseda Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo 169-8050
[TELJ]03-5286-3802 [URLI]https://www.waseda.jp/folaw/law/ [MAIL]12ent@list.waseda.jp
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