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Derek Walker, Future Generations Commissioner for Wales.

Wales is the only country in the world with a Well-being of Future Generations Act and the role provides
advice and support to government and public bodies to take a longer-term view on policy decisions. The
commissioner’s job is to protect and promote the needs of future generations.

Derek Walker is the second ever Future Generations Commissioner, having started the role on March 1,

2023, when he called for ‘urgent and transformational change’ in Wales.

Previously he was chief executive of Cwmpas, the UK’s largest co-operative development agency. Derek
spent 12 years as CEO, working to support people and communities to create jobs and strengthen
communities, and changed the organisation’s focus to development that meets the needs of current
generations without compromising the needs of future generations.

Derek began his career as policy officer for London Councils, in London and Brussels. He has also worked
as Head of External Affairs at the Big Lottery Fund (Wales), as Head of Policy and Campaigns at the
Wales TUC and was the first employee of Stonewall Cymru.

Derek grew up on a farm near Cwmbran and is a keen runner and tennis player, loves to read and is a
Welsh learner. He now lives in Cardiff with his partner Mike and has two grown-up children.

His ambition while at Croesyceiliog Comprehensive School was to be a journalist and he has a Masters
degree in International Journalism from Cardiff University.

He’s happy how life has turned out and says being the guardian of the interests of people not yet born is
the greatest privilege.
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