
1-6-1 Nishi-waseda, Shinjuku u-ku, Tokyo

169-8050 Japan

Institute of Comparative Law, Waseda University

Institute of Comparative Law 
Waseda University

早稲田大学比較法研究所

1927（昭和2）年　早稲田大学會津八一津 記念博物館蔵

「明暗」横山大山 観・下村観山

1-6-1 Nishi-waseda, Shinjuku u-ku, Tokyo

169-8050 Japan

Institute of Comparative Law, Waseda University

Institute of Comparative Law 
Waseda University

早稲田大学比較法研究所

1927（昭和2）年　早稲田大学會津八一津 記念博物館蔵

「明暗」横山大山 観・下村観山



3

Mission

The Institute of Comparative Law, Waseda University was founded in 1958 with the aim of accomplishing comparative research into 
Japanese and foreign legal systems to contribute to the development of legal studies in Japan and the world.
The institute has collected foreign legal resources such as statutes, judicial decisions, and legal periodicals, which have reached 
outstanding collection since its foundation.

Besides supporting the Institute’s research projects, the Institute researches legal systems of foreign countries in real time through 
collaborative studies with foreign institutions, public lectures, and inviting foreign scholars. We also introduce Japanese legal developments 
to overseas countries through publications in English.

Public Lectures Collection of 
Legal Resourses

International 
Academic Exchange

Research Projects

早稲田大学法学学術院
Faculty of Law, Waseda University

Publications

School of Law
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1958
Institute of Comparative Law was established.

1964
The first volume of the institute journal “Comparative Law Review” was published./ “Comparative Law Study Series”, 
monographs by the institute members, were first published.

1978
“Comparative Law and International Law”, Commemorative lectures, was published on the occasion of the 20th anniversary.

1981
The first volume of “Waseda Bulletin of Comparative Law” was published.

1988
Commemorative essays “Law in East and West” was published on the occasion of the 30th anniversary.

1993
Academic exchange agreement with Chinese Academy of Social Sciences was signed. Joint research project started.

1998
The 40th anniversary of the Institute of Comparative Law.  “Waseda University Series of Japanese Legal Studies” started to 
commemorate the 40th anniversary.

2000
Academic Exchange Agreement with the Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law Freiburg/Germany was signed.

2004
Academic Exchange Agreement with Korea Legislation Research Institute was signed.

2005
Academic Exchange Agreement with University College London was signed.

2008

The 50th anniversary of the Institute of Comparative Law. Memorial ceremony and public Lectures were held.
 East Asia Maritime Law Forum 2008
 Perspectives of Medical Law under the Challenges of Modern Biotechnology

2011-2012
Lecture Series “Exploring Foreign Laws as a Part of Japanese Law” were held.
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研究プロジェクト
Research Projects

1. 持続可能社会への転換と法・法学

２．持続可能性と法概念

３．リージョナル法と比較法学

４．研究の展開

持続可能社会への転換期における法と法律学の役割
 ̶アジア・リージョナル法を展望して

1. Great Transformation to the Sustainable Society and Law/Jurisprudence
Contemporary industrial society is required to turn into the sustainable society in which the development satisfying the needs of current 

generation without depriving the future generation of satisfying their needs is realized. Both big government and small government in the 
traditional sense were based on the assumption that economic growth is pursued through expanding resource loading and improving labor 
productivity. In consequence, the depletion of natural resources was accelerated, and productivity and labor became excessive. Sustainability 
is achieved only when resource productivity and environmental efficiency are pursued by adopting post-productivism which presupposes the 
limit of productivity, separating productivity from income, and setting a high valuation on voluntary, autonomous and socially helpful activity. It 
is required to establish the new relationship among economics, society and ecology, beyond coordinating those three elements with balance. 
Leading the society to the turn into that direction is one of the challenges which the social sciences face. Law and jurisprudence are also 
needed to tackle this challenge.

2. Sustainability and Concept of Law
The concept of sustainability has plural meanings. In order to understand that concept, while based on the existing concept established 

by traditional social science, it is necessary to examine inherent concept or theory framework, indicated the relationship between nature and 
human being in Japan, from the perspective of the science of religion, study on spiritual world and study on communities, and therefore to 
elaborate it as synthetic concept of social science.

However, it is quite difficult to establish it as the singular and precise concept of law. While modern law system has traditionally supported 
industrial society, in order to foresee legal system supporting the transition from industrial society toward the sustainable society, it is 
necessary at first to clarify the content of sustainability as a legal ideal guiding how to modify principles and concepts of modern law, without 
prejudice comprehensive ideal of the freedom of personality existing under the modern law. In addition, it is indispensable to clarify the 
meaning of sustainability used under contemporary legal order in each context.

3. Regional Law and Comparative Law
While the economy, which had been closed within a nation state, is now globalized across borders, politics and law have not been 

globalized as fast as the economy. Therefore, the structure established within a nation state under which economic relationship is regulated 
by politics and law has not been established on the global level. This is the fundamental reason to cause crisis situation in the field of finance, 
currency, poverty/disparity, and global warming. In order to avoid this situation and prepare for the turning into the sustainable society, it is 
essential to address the following two challenges: firstly, to frame regional statehood, communality, and legal norms (all of which are here 
joined together under the term “regional law”) which are beyond the idea of nation state and secondly, to reflect the Asian regional law 
modeled after the European example.

Regional law cannot come into being on its own. It presupposes the interconnected structure among economics, politics and law within 
the historical, geographical and cultural context of each nation state and comes only after exploring the universally applicable norm with 
respecting those contexts each other. Here, at first, structural interconnectedness between law within a nation state, and politics, economics 
and society is explored. And then, socio-legal method of comparative law is required to wholly compare the above interconnectedness of a 
state with that of another state. To accomplish this, interdisciplinary collaboration is essential. In addition, how to legally organize the 
relationship between national law and regional law which once is established would be another major challenge.

4. The Research Development
To establish methodology to tackle the imminent challenge of great risk in the field of environment, finance, poverty/disparity and disaster, 

from the perspective of “Law and Sustainability”, beyond the existing paradigm of “Law and Economics”.
Financial product being out of the real economy has brought economic and financial crisis and results in serious problems of 

poverty/disparity and global environment. Under that backdrop, it may exist the modern concept of ownership as the abstract and notional 
right, irrespective of the material effect of the act by a subject of this right to an object. There may be a room to reconsider the abstract and 
notional composition of ownership and to construct practical concept. In addition, corporate ownership has been based on the principle of 
one vote per stock. It is a great challenge to transform from and humanize this physical concept of corporate ownership into the concept 
based on the principle of one vote per person.

From these perspectives, the Institute of Comparative Law organizes interdisciplinary legal study group to establish “Law and 
Sustainability”, which examines and modifies modern law systems mainly in the field of law on the financial market, corporate law, 
environmental law and social security law.

The Role of Law and Jurisprudence
at the Great Transformation toward the Sustainable Society
 : Foresight into the Asian Regional Law
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共同研究
Joint Research Projects

Currently, the following Joint Research Projects are being carried 
out by the Institute of Comparative Law.
The achievements of the Joint Research Projects are published in 
“Comparative Law Review” or presented at public lectures.

©AFP/PAUL J. RICHARDS
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2014

2013

2011

2009

2008

2006

2005

2004

2003

2001

1996

1993

2014 Law and Sustainability

Study on Scandinavian Law

Studies of Current Development of European Union Law

2013 Study on International Law of Responsibility

2011 Studies on the Supreme Court of the United Kingdom

Synthetic Study on Medical Law

2009 Study on Recent Court Cases in China

Comparative Legal Research on Economic Administrative 

Law and Theory

2008 Research on Anglo-American Juvenile Law

2006 Comparative Study of Asian Constitutional Law

2005 Changes in Labor Market/Company Organization, and 

the Challenges Faced by  Labor Law

2004 Studies in Anglo-American Cirminal Law

Research Project on the United States Supreme Court

Comparative Studies of Intellectual Property Law and 

International Trade Law

2003 Analysis of the Latest Trend of the French Law for the 

Purpose of Making a Database

2001 Change and Development of the Constitutional Law 

toward the 21st Century

1996 Research on Oceanian Legal Systems

1993 Research into Civil Procedure in Foreign Countries
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The Institute of Comparative Law (ICL) concludes academic agreements with research institutions in different countries. Based on those 

agreements, the Institute mutually exchanges faculty members and collaborates in holding lectures, panel discussions and symposiums.

中国社会科学院 法学研究所
Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

ICL and the Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Science, the 

leading research institution for legal studies in China, signed an academic 

agreement in 1993. Since then, we have exchanged scholars and held 

collaborative symposiums each year.

On March 2013, The Faculty-Level Exchange Agreement between Waseda 

University School of Law, Graduate School of Law, Law School and ICL, 

and the Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social Science, was renewed 

(from Academic Year 2013 to 2015).

At the same time, Japan-China Joint Symposium “Labor and Social 

Security: Comparative Legal Study of Japan-China” was held at Chinese 

Academy of Social Science.

アメリカ　デューク大学　ロースクール
Duke University School of Law, USA

Duke University School of Law is one of the most prestigious law schools in the United States. ICL and the School of Law concluded an academic 

agreement for comparative legal studies in North American region in 1997.

ドイツ　マックス・プランク外国・国際刑法研究所
Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International Criminal Law, Germany

This institute is one of the famous academic institutes in the Max Planck Society 

for the Advancement of Science in Germany, where we have sent our researcher 

for decades. An academic exchange agreement was signed in November 2000 

to extend comparative studies of criminal law and criminology in Europe.

韓国法制研究院
Korea Legislation Research Institute

A research institute funded by Korean government under “Law on Korean Legal System Research Institute” (promulgated in 1989) and “Law on Establishment, 

Management and Development of Research Institute, etc. Funded by Government” (promulgated in 1999). Under the academic exchange agreement concluded 

in 2004, academic exchanges are promoted, especially in the field of administrative law, economic law, and laws of eastern Asia as well as the field of private law.

ロンドン大学ユニバーシティ・カレッジ
University College London, UK

The oldest and largest University of the 50 academic organizations (including 9 colleges) in the University of London. UCL is recognized worldwide as one of 

the most excellent universities. Under the agreement (concluded in 2005), ICL and Faculty of Laws of UCL promote academic exchange.

国際交流
International Academic Exchange

楜澤能生所長
Director Kurumisawa

李林所長
Director LI Lin

Director Emeritus Albin Eser
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公開講演会・シンポジウム　
Public Lectures ＆ Symposiums

Over half a century, the Institute of Comparative Law has held many 
public lectures. We hold over 20 public lectures by reseachers from 
abroad every year and offer opportunities to learn about current 
legal issues of foreign countries.
We also hold International  Symposiums and Conferences.

講演会一覧

Subject: Some Issue about the Change of Circumstances in the Contract Law of P.R.C
Lecturer: Prof. Han Shiyuan (Tsinghua University School of Law)

Subject: Nouveaux défis et enjeux pour la Cour européenne des droits de l’homme
Lecturer: Jean-Paul Costa (President of the International Institute of Human Rights, 

Former President of the European Court of Human Rights)

Subject: Environmental Law Education and Environmental Litigation in the United States
Lecturer: Prof. Robert Klonoff (Dean, Lewis & Clark Law School)

2013年7月2日
“Kids for Cash”～アメリカ史上最大の司法汚職スキャンダル～
いかにしてJuvenile Law Centerは子どもたちを救ったか
講師：マーシャ・レヴィック（少年法センター副所長兼主任弁護士）
Subject: “Kids for Cash”: The Largest Judicial Corruption Scandal in the History of the 

American Legal System
Lecturer: Marsha Levick (Juvenile Law Center, Deputy Director and Chief Counsel)

Subject: Zur Strafrechtlichen Rolle von “Patientenverfügungen” in derSterbehilfe
Lecturer: Director Emeritus Albin Eser (Max Planck Institute for Foreign and International 

Criminal Law)

Subject: Plea Bargaining in Deutschlnad und das Verfassungsrecht
Lecturer: Prof. Henning Rosenau (Universität Augsburg)

Sense of Justice in Chinese Civil Decisions: How the Chinese Civil 
Law in Action Works Actually

How Law Schools are Responding to Decreasing Applications and 
Job Prospects in the United States

Erika Case: the Recognition of Ecological Damage?

Das Recht der Sterbehilfe und der Suizidbeihilfe

The Female Patient: Privacy Law and Professional Ethics

Compliance und Strafrecht

Economic Constitutional Law as an Instrument of Fiscal Governance:
A Comparative Study of Balanced-Budget Rules in Constitutional 
Political Economy

Control Without Punishment: Understanding Coercion

Human Rights, Jurisdictional Wrongs: The Misconstrued Alien Tort Statute

Le respect de la diversité: une voie juridiquement concevable mais 
politiquement exigeante

L’organisation de la diversité: quelle signification politique? quels 
effets juridiques?

Cancellation of Contract and Breach of Contract Damages in the 
Contract Law of P.R.C

Asian Bioethics, or Bioethics in Asia: New Directions, New Challenges

Employment Relations in Europe in Time of Crisis

What is Sports Law?

Das Verfasungs- und Verwaltungsrecht in Deutschland und Japan 
Im Speigel der internationalen Beziehungen

M&A

The Analytical Pattern of MOFCOM in Merger Review

Venture Capitalists on the Board: Recent Delaware Cases

EU

The rule of law as a strategic priority for EU external action

The Legal Historical Background of Media Adjudication 
Phenomenon in China

“Disability Policy in Japan and the United States” Tokyo Conference    26-27July 2013
Sponsor: Loyola Law School, Los Angeles and Waseda University Institute of Comparative Lawin Action Works Actually
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日本法発信　
Japanese Law Information

Since 2011, the Institute of Comparative Law has put out the information concerning Japanese Law on its own web page.

Recent Legislations in Japan

Current Topics of Japanese Law

http://www.waseda.jp/hiken/en/jalaw_inf/index.html

Legal Issues on Civil Matters 
Concerned with Great Tohoku Earthquake

Noticeable Judicial Precedents

Report on Litigation Involving the World Heritage Site 
at Tomo-no-ura

11

Considering the need of continuous training for young scholars in the field of comparative and foreign law, workshops for graduate 
students are held, with the cooperation of some foreign universities.

海外ワークショップの実施　
Workshops in foreign countries

2014
Georg-August-Universität 
Göttingen 

2013
Universität Trier

2012, 2014
The University of 
Warwick Coventry, UK

2012
Université Panthéon-Assas 
(Paris II)

2013
School of Law, 
University of Missouri

013202013
 wSchool of Law,

yversity of MissouUniversity of Missouri
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出版物　
Publications

The Institute of Comparative Law has published bulletins and monographs of the achievement of research projects as shown below.

比較法学
Comparative Law Review

Comparative Law Review 

(Hikaku Hogaku), one of the 

best Comparative Law Journals 

in Japan, is published three 

issues a year. 

The Journal includes articles, 

essays, lectures, case notes, book reviews, and 

materials on issues of comparative law.

Waseda Bulletin of Comparative Law

The aim of the English journal 

published once a year is to publicize 

abroad the development of the law, 

legal practice and research in Japan. This is highly 

acknoledged overseas.

比較法研究所叢書
Comparative Law Study Series

Comparative Law Study 

Series (Sousho) , the 

monographs by the Institute 

members are published 

yearly as results of joint 

research projects and individual researches.

叢書一覧
Exploring Foreign Laws as a Part of Japanese Law: Comparative Analysis on the Main 
Codes of Japan, 2014
Study on Principles of Private International Law on Intellectual Property–The Joint 
Proposal by Japan and Korea as a proposal from East Asia–, 2012
Ulrich Sieber, Die Herausforderungen an die Strafrechtswissenschft im 21. 
Jahrhundert—Globalisierung, Informationgesellschft und Risikogesellschaft—, 
Katsunori Kai/ Morikazu Taguchi(Hrsg.), 2012
Hans-Joachim Koch (Hrsg.), Umweltrecht, Masanori Okada (Hrsg./ Japanische Auflage), 2012
Institute of Comparative Law 50th Anniversary Lecture Series" Comparative Law and 
Legal Science", 2010
Shigeo Miyagawa (ed.), The Rehnquist Court and the American Judicial Tradition, 2009 
Shin Matsuzawa, The Danish Adoministration of Justice ActHistorical Context: It's 
Perspective of Comparative Law, 2008 
Waseda University Institute of Comparative Law (ed.), Japanese Legal Studies in 
Comparative and Historical Context: Its Perspective of Comparative Law, 2008
Waseda University Institute of Comparative Law (ed.), Japanese Law in an International 
Context: Law in its Origin and Law in its Global Context, 2006 
Waseda University Institute of Comparative Law (ed.), International Context of Japanese 
Law: Index of Linkage with West and Asia, 2006 
Kenji Urata, Reflections on global constitutionalism: perspectives based on the 
constitution of Japan, 2005 
Waseda University Institute of Comparative Law (ed.), A Next Srage of Studies of 
Comparative Law: For Theories of Reception of Law and Legal Transplants, 2003
Minoru Nomura, Zhang Ling, China's Amended Criminal Law: Annotations. 2002 
Akira Osuka (ed.), State Legal Intervention and Freedom, 2001
John Burroughs / trans. Kenji Urata, Legality of Threat or Use of Nuclear Weapons, 2001

Waseda University Study Group on Civil Procedure (ed.), Theories of Civil Procedure in Europe, 1999 
Hikota Koguchi (ed.), Economic Development and Law in P.R.C., 1998 
Teruo Doi, International business transactions: contract and dispute resolution, 1996  

Volker Jacobi / trans. Teruaki Tayama, Der Geistigbehinderte und sein Recht, Lambertus-Verlag, 1996 
Stein Ekkehart / trans. Kenji Urata et. al., German Constitution, 1993 
Atsushi Sato, LEX XII TABULARUM (2nd ed.), 1993 
Toshiya Yato (ed.), English Law and European Community Law, 1992 
Teruo Doi, Intellectual property protection and management: law and practice in Japan, 1992. 
Haruyasu Sugiyama et. al., Keihou Kaisei Shinsa Iinkai Ketugiroku Keihou Souan, 1989 
Toshiya Yato, Studies of Anglo-American Tort Cases, 1988
Allan Wilbur / trans. Ichiro Uchida, Supreme Court of United States: Gurantee of Due 
Process of Law, 1986 
trans. Teruaki Tayama, Neues Landpachtrecht in der Bundesrepublik Deutchland, 1986
Haruyasu Sugiyama et. al., The Japanese Penal Code Drafts Amended by the review 
Board (1877-1879), 1984 
Saburo Kuroki, Study of Comparative Sociology of Law, 1984
trans. Kojiro Nishimura, Controversy on Continuity of Law in China, 1983 
Tatsuo Sato, Great Scholars who built up Contemporary German Public Laws, 1982 
Karl Petels / trans. Ichiro Uchida, Collection of Articles on Contemporary West German 
Law of Criminal Procedure, 1980 
A.A.Tille / trans. Seizo Tadagawa, Socialist Comparative Jurisprudence, 1979 
Keishiro Irie, Kaihatsu Tojokoku ni okeru Kokuyuka, 1974 
Atsushi Saito, LEX XII TABULARUM, 1969
Masao Fukushima et. al. (eds.), Ono Azusa "Kokken Ronkou: Roma Ritsuyou", 1974
Tatsuo Saito, Igirisu Gyosei Sosyo hou no Kenkyu, 1968
Helmut Rumpf / Ryokichi Arikura, Chigetoshi Takeuchi, Regierungsakte im Rechtsstaat, 1964 
Masajiro Takigawa, Nijo Jinya Kenkyu: Kuji-yado no Kenkyu, 1962
Teruzo Katsuragi, Igirisu Senpaku Hoken Keiyaku Ron, 1962
Harold Cooke Gutteridge / trans. Yoshio Mizuta, Comparative Law, 1964

13

Japanese books: 3,828 volumes, 56 titles of journals

Foreign books: 34,366 volumes, 1,438 titles of journals

10 kinds of microfilms and microfiches

Since the establishment of the Institute, foreign legal resources (statutes, judicial decisions, law reviews, etc.) have been collected in the 
library of the Institute. The collection covers not only the resources of western countries but also those of asia and oceania. In particular, 
the collection of 1,438 foreign journals located at the Center for Legal Resources is one of the largest collections in Japan. 40,000 volumes 
of other legal resources can be found in the S.Takata Memorial Research Library.

比較法研究所蔵書　
Library of the Institute

Center for Legal ResourcesS. Takata Memorial Research Library
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比較法研究所構成員　
Members of the Institute

The Institute consists of 127 faculty members of Waseda University, 80 Adjunct Researcher and 3 Research Associates.
In addition, the Institute is accepting visiting researchers from abroad as well.

DIRECTOR: KURUMISAWA, Yoshiki, Professor
VICE DIRECTOR: KIKUCHI, Yoshimi, Professor

RESEARCH ASSOCIATES:
SETA, Makoto International Law
HIROMI, Masayuki International Law
LI, Yan Hong Commercial Law

MEMBERS: FIELD OF RESEARCH
AOKI, Noriyuki, Professor Civil Law
AKIYAMA, Yasuhiro, Professor Civil Law
ASAKURA, Mutsuko, Professor Gender
ASAKO, Hiroshi, Professor History of Legislation
ISHIKAWA, Masaoki, Professor Criminal Policy
ISHIDA, Kyoko, Associate Professor Law and Society, Professional Responsibility
ISHIDA, Makoto, Professor Labor Law
ISOMURA, Tamotsu, Professor Civil Law
ITO, Makoto, Professor Civil Procedure
INUKAI, Shigehito, Professor Financial Law
INOUE, Masahito, Professor Criminal Procedure
IMASEKI, Motonari, Professor Constitutional Law
IWASHI, Waichiro, Professor Civil Law
IWAHARA, Shinsaku, Professor Commercial Law
IWAMURA, Mitsuru, Professor Finance
UENO, Tatsuhiro, Professor Intellectual Property Law
UENO, Yasuo, Professor Civil Procedure
UEMURA, Tatsuo, Professor Commercial Law
UCHIDA, Katsuichi, Professor Civil Law
UCHIDA, Yoshiatsu, Professor Civil Procedure
UNO, Kazuo, Professor Sociology
URAKAWA, Michitaro, Professor Civil Law
EIZUMI, Yoshinobu, Professor International Law
EGASHIRA, Kenjiro, Professor Commercial Law
OHMI, Koji, Professor Civil Law
OHTA, Shigeru, Professor Criminal Procedure
OTSUKA, Tadashi, Professor Civil Law
OTSUKA, Hideaki, Professor Commercial Law
ONISHI, Yasuhiro, Professor Civil Law; Land Law
OBA, Hiroyuki, Professor Civil Law
OHASHI, Asaya, Associate Professor French Law
OHAMA, Keikichi, Professor Administrative Law
OKADA, Toshihiro, Professor Economic Law
OKADA, Masanori, Professor Administrative Law
OGAWA, Yoshiki, Professor Criminal Procedure
OKUYAMA, Takeshi, Associate Professor Companies Act
OSAKI, Yasuhiro, Professor Commercial Law
KAI, Katsunori, Professor Criminal Law
KATO, Tetsuo, Professor Civil Procedure
KANAZAWA, Takashi, Associate Professor Constitutional Law
KAMATA, Kaoru, Professor Civil Law
KAMANO, Kuniki, Professor Civil Law
KAMOTA, Tetsuo, Professor Law and Society
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