
The Institute of Comparative Law (ICL) at Waseda University was established in 1958 and in 2018
marks its 60th anniversary. The purpose of the Institute is to conduct comparative research on the
legal systems of Japan and other countries and to contribute to research and education in the field of
Japanese legal studies. We aim to disseminate information on the development of contemporary
Japanese law and Japan’s legal system and to raise critical legal questions of universal importance for
discussion from a Japanese perspective.

117 research affiliates (full-time faculty members at Waseda University) + 143 adjunct researchers from
outside + 3 Research Fellow (Graduate students at Waseda University)

1 Director, 1 Vice Director, 3 Assistant Professor/Research Associates

Individual Events
The ICL holds open lectures on a semi-monthly
basis for which it invites legal academics from
around the world who are at the forefront of

research in various fields of law.

Group Research Projects
23 joint research projects are being conducted

by the research affiliates and adjunct
researchers who work together on comparative

legal studies.

Multi-annual Research
Institute-wide research projects were first launched in 2013. In 2017, "Law and Sustainability", the most

recent Institute-wide research project, was launched and is scheduled to continue until 2020. It takes a

critical view of modern states and their societies, the rapid economic development of which is regarded

as the basis for social development. Emphasis on economic development has, however, accelerated the

depletion of natural resources and consequent environmental deterioration. The project therefore aims

to determine a new role for law and legal studies that will be instrumental in bringing about a balance

between the economy, society, and environment, and enable us to move to a sustainable society that

protects the interests of future generations.

Institute of Comparative Law

Academic Commons
The ICL has engaged in long-term research through three different programmes: individual events,
group research projects, and multi-annual research that is carried out by the Institute as a whole.
The Institute has assumed the role of academic commons of the Faculty of Law, Waseda University.
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The Institute of Comparative Law
(2nd Floor, Buldg.8, Waseda Campus)

Waseda University, 1-6-1 Nishiwaseda Shinjuku-ku
Tokyo 169-8050 Japan
Phone:81-3-3208-8610
E–mail: hiken@list.waseda.jp
https://www.waseda.jp/folaw/icl/en/

International Academic Exchange

The ICL has academic agreements with research
institutions in different countries. Based on these
agreements, the Institute exchanges faculty
members and collaborates in holding lectures, panel
discussions and symposiums.

Institute of Law, Chinese Academy of Social

Sciences

University of Melbourne, Institute for

Comparative and International Law

Duke University School of Law

Max-Planck-Instituts für ausländisches und

internationales Strafrecht

Max-Planck-Institut für Geistiges Eigentum,

Wettbewerbs- und Steuerrecht

Korea Legislation Research Institute

University College of London

Public Lectures and Symposium

Every year, the ICL holds over ten public lectures

by researchers from abroad every year and offer

opportunities for students and the public as well

as researchers to learn about current legal issues

in foreign countries.

Publications

The ICL’s research outcomes are published

regularly in print as Hikaku Hogaku (Comparative

Law), the Waseda University Comparative Law

Study Series, Hikakuhokenkyujo Sosho (more than

forty books published), and the ICL’s annual

journal in English, the Waseda Bulletin of

Comparative Law.

Collection of Legal Resources/Japanese Law

Information

The ICL collects legal resources and publishes

online articles in English in Topics of Japanese Law.

In addition, in 2016 the ICL has started two new

online publications, Waseda ICL Online Journal and

Waseda ICL Online Forum.

The Institute of Comparative Law (ICL) at Waseda University aspires to be a unique forum that will

strengthen ties between legal scholars in Japan and other countries through its diverse research activities.

We welcome research proposals and initiatives as well as academic professionals from all over the world.
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