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Examining The Kagerdo Diary’s Innovative Deviations through Birds:
Emergence of Japanese Prose Writing and Waka Poetry as Normative Ideals

Masaru KUSANO

7

Abstract

Conventionally, The Kagero Diary has often been analyzed in terms of its formal departure from waka poetry.
However, this approach risks treating the work as if it is completely separate from waka poetry, despite its influ-
ence on numerous waka poems and prose expressions. A more productive approach may then be to consider The
Kagers Diary’s nuanced relationship with waka poetry as a normative ideal that underlies Japanese prose writings
since the Kokinshi. While The Kagero Diary constantly attempts to go beyond the bounds of such an ideal, it is
simultaneously committed to remaining firmly within it.

Grounded on this premise, this paper first provides an overview of the literary norms that existed around the
time of The Kagero Diary’s composition, and then proceeds to focus on and analyze the work’s representations of
birds as a case study to illuminate how The Kageré Diary interacts with these norms. Namely, this paper will
demonstrate: (1) that the first half of Book One features key poetic exchanges that strictly adhere to the literary
norms of the time; (2) that quite a few expressions deviating from such norms appear in the second half of Book
One and onwards; and (3) that there seem to be at least four manners whereby these divergences from the norms

are enacted.
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