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Perceptions of the Battle Formation at Sekigahara from early modern period
to modern period.

Echika KOIKE

Abstract

This paper examines the perception of the Battle of Sekigahara. Specifically, it examines how the belief about
the positions of troops was formed, what the grounds for this belief were, and how this belief was disseminated.

Chapter 1 provides an overview of the historical materials related to the Battle of Sekigahara and analyzes how
the descriptions of troop formations evolved over time. It was found that information gradually became more
detailed up until the latter half of the 17th century. However, military chronicles compiled during the 18th century
contained little new information. Therefore, it is evident that the amount of information did not necessarily
increase over time. During the early modern period, the understanding did not converge into a single perception,
and it was not until the modern era that what could be called a standardized theory was established.

Chapter 2 examines how the information about troop formations was gathered for each general. There were
three major turning points. The first was the “Keicho Gunki,” compiled in the 1660s; the second was local military
chronicles; and the third was the identification of deployment sites by Kamiya Michikazu during the Meiji period.

In Chapter 3, we investigate how the perception of troop deployment converged in the modern times and how it
was established. From the late 1880s to the 1890s, various people began reexamining the Battle of Sekigahara. It
was revealed that the perception of troop deployment, which is now considered the standard theory, was formed
through Kamiya Michikazu’s work “Sekigahara Kassen Zushi” and the “Japanese Military History: The Battle of
Sekigahara” compiled by the Army General Staff. Subsequent information was gathered not so much for research
as for tourism and regional administration. In this process, the theory of the mid-Meiji period became established
as the conventional view, leading to the contemporary perception of troop deployment.
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