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The Process of Female Emigration from Qiaoxiang in Northeast China:
From the Perspective of “Brokered International Marriages”

Longlong ZHANG

7 Abstract N

“Brokered international marriages” were prevalent in the Fangzheng county from the 1990s to the 2000s. These
marriages were divided into those based on geographical and kinship ties and those arranged through brokers. The
former were concentrated before the mid-1990s and primarily involved “bride searches” in rural areas by the
Japanese left-behinds, who utilized the networks they had previously established in rural areas to bring farmers’
daughters to Japan as brides for their sons. These were first-time marriages, with migration pathways formed by
Japanese left-behinds from the same rural areas. Contrarily, marriages arranged through brokers emerged slightly
later, from the late 1990s onward, as the migration industry was facilitated by individual matchmakers or pro-
fessional brokerage agencies. While most women were from the peasant class before migration, there were also
low-income earners and unemployed women who resided in town. These women tended to be slightly older at the
time of migration, and many were divorcees. Their migration pathways were arranged by formal or informal
brokers.

In any case, the historical experiences of the Fangzheng County laid the foundation for “brokered international
marriages.” The significant economic disparity between Japan and China, regional norms surrounding interna-
tional marriages, waves of state-owned enterprise reforms and layoffs in town, and bride shortage in Japan’s rural
areas, all contributed to the proliferation of such marriages. Subsequently, highly concentrated human networks in
rural areas and Japanese language schools became crucial factors. Furthermore, formal and informal intermediary
organizations played a decisive role in realizing these “brokered international marriages.” Thus, it was the close

collaboration of various actors that enabled the Fangzheng County to collectively send local women to Japan.
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