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The “Shi” in Zhao Yi’s Concept of the Official Dynastic History “Sanguozhi”

Hiroo SATO

7 Abstract N
Zhao Yi (1727-1814) was a scholar from Changzhou and the author of “Nian’er shi zha ji” (Notes on the
Twenty-Two Histories). The “Sanguozhi” (Records of the Three Kingdoms), written by Chen Shou, is one of the
official dynastic histories of China. Later, Pei Songzhi made detailed annotations, supplementing it with many
alternative accounts. Zhao Yi studied these records and annotations carefully and judged whether each event
should be considered “shi.”

This paper examines how Zhao Yi made such judgments and what kind of “shi” concepts he used. For Zhao,
“shi” did not simply mean that an event truly happened. Instead, it referred to the way in which a historical event
was written and explained. In other words, “shi” was a matter of proper historiographical method (shifa), not of
factual truth.

Zhao Yi called a record “shi” only when it followed what he saw as the correct and standard way of writing
history. His idea of “shi” was based on the traditional Chinese view that history should be written with moral
order and proper method, different from the modern scientific idea of an objective fact. Zhao’s understanding of
“shi” shows that, in Qing scholarship, the value of historical writing lay not only in describing facts, but also in
expressing the proper way to record and judge the past.
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