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Gender Representation Through Theatrical Makeup in Takarazuka Revue:
A Case Study of Rhett Butler’s False Moustache in Gone with the Wind

Emiko KATSUKI

7 Abstract N

This paper examines the function of the false moustache in Takarazuka Revue’s otokoyaku (male role) makeup,
focusing on Rhett Butler in the 1977 production of Gone with the Wind. The central hypothesis is that theatrical
makeup in Takarazuka, an all-female troupe, is not reducible to real-world gender binarism.

Before Gone with the Wind, the false moustache was generally confined to older, villainous, or comical roles.
The use of a false moustache by a star-ranking otokoyaku (top male role star) sparked significant debate among
fans, with detractors viewing it as an “easy realism” that violated the tradition of the handsome otokoyaku. How-
ever, the false moustache was ultimately accepted as audiences recognized the resulting face embodied a new,
“beautiful” otokoyaku image.

Director Shinji Ueda’s intention was not mere realism, but to challenge the traditional image of Takarazuka as a
“young lady’s performance” (ojosan-gei). The introduction of the false moustache, an element foreign to the per-
former’s face, intensified the ofokoyaku’s fictional and constructed nature. This makeup method can be
characterized as an “addition” of excessive, non-realistic visual signs.

Crucially, Rhett Butler’s face featured both the false moustache and dramatic false eyelashes. While these ele-
ments have been interpreted in previous studies as symbols of “masculinity” and “femininity,” respectively, this
co-existence does not simply expose the performer’s female nature, but rather emphasizes the otokoyaku’s inher-
ent fictitiousness, functioning as a visual code distinct from real-world gender reproduction. The paper argues that
both the false moustache and false eyelashes function as excessive, fictional visual codes that mutually reinforce
the otokoyaku’s unique, non-realistic aesthetic. The false moustache did not make the ofokoyaku more “male” but
rather expanded the repertoire of otokoyaku beauty. Rhett Butler’s makeup was a key turning point, establishing
the false moustache as an accepted decorative element that enhances the inherent fictitiousness of the otokoyaku’s
gender.
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