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The Characteristics of the Poems in the “Toshikage”
and “Naishi no Kami” Chapters of Utsuho Monogatari

Sakura FUJISAWA

Abstract
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In Utsuho Monogatri, the characters’ behavior can seem almost as if within a play, and there are multiple
scenes where they appear to be performing to attract the reader. In this paper, I will focus on scenes that are cen-
tered on waka poems and examine their dramatic aspects which are reminiscent of plays.

First, I will confirm the classification of waka into solo poems, poetic exchanges, and poetic recitations. Then, I
will examine examples from the “Toshikage” and the “Naishi no Kami” chapters.

In the “Toshikage” chapter, the solo poems of Toshikage-no-musume and Wakakogimi that express their feel-
ings for each other are featured next to each other within the narrative. Though they are solo poems, the poems
resonate with each other as if they were part of a poetic exchange. The effect is such that the reader feels they are
watching a play where the two characters are on the same stage yet separated from each other.

In the “Naishi no Kami” chapter, during a poetic recitation with the Emperor, among others, Kanemasa aims to
fit in with the group as each person composes a poem and then recites it to share the mood through the consecu-
tive poems. However, though he does not realize it, he alone cannot create a poem that fits into the sequence,
making him seem comical.

The author has these waka poems deliberately deviating from the ideals of waka solo poems, poetic exchanges,
and poetic recitations. This shakes up the reader’s world makes a strong impact and adds a dramatic element to

the scene.
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