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Shitaji Chubun at Niimi-no-sho in Bicchu Province and Medieval Society:
A Response to Suguru Takahashi

Yuichi NITADORI
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Abstract

This article examines the validity of the theory of Suguru Takahashi, whose views differ from those of the
author (Nitadori), regarding shitaji chubun (physical division of the land) at Niimi-no-sho (manor) in Bicchu
Province, during the Kamakura period.

Takahashi’s theory differs from the Nitadori’s theory in three major aspects. First, Takahashi’s theory states that
shitaji chubun also took place during the Shochu era. In this regard, Takahashi’s theory is based on notes such as
ouryou and ronsho in the account book of the Jito-side, but this article has shown that most of these notes are not
issues with the Ryoke-side, and therefore it cannot be said that shitaji chubun took place during the Shochu era.

Second, Takahashi’s theory maintains that there was no irikumichi where the Ryoke-side and the Jito-side
shared the same territory, and that the two were clearly divided into separate areas. In this regard, this article
pointed out that Takahashi’s theory does not have any evidence to surpass the Nitadori’s theory, which pointed out
the existence of irikumichi, and that Takahashi’s theory contains misunderstandings, contradictions, and serious
omissions of arguments against the Nitadori’ s theory.

Third, Takahashi’s theory states that the Ryoke-side existed in a part of the area called Chiya, whose entire area
is considered the Jito-side by the Nitadori’s theory, and that it divided the Jito-side into north and south parts. In
this regard, this article argues that it is extremely difficult to establish Takahashi’s theory, pointing out that Taka-
hashi’s theory obscures the principle of shitaji chubun, that there is no reason for the Ryoke-side to demand the
area, that there is no evidence of a dispute over the area between both, and that traces of the area are not found in
the account books of the Ryoke-side but in those of the Jito-side.

Finally, this article has pointed out that Takahashi’s theory also has problems with cases other than Niimi-no-
sho. That is, Takahashi’s theory argues that shitaji chubun, which was established under the initiative of local
lords or akuto, was also in line with the manor lord’s intentions. Furthermore, for manor lords, being forced into
shitaji chubun, which meant the loss of part of their territory, was a major decision, and it is difficult to see it as

parallel to jito-uke as a solution to problems.
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